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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional owners of 
this land and elders past and present. 

We recognise Aboriginal people as the original 
custodians of the Northern Beaches. 

Aboriginal culture is integral to our understanding 
of belonging, community, and care of the land.
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Northern Beaches Culture Mapping Project

The objective of the Culture Mapping Project 
was to create an informed picture of the 
cultural and creative sector on the Northern 
Beaches as a local community resource 
and an evidence base for future planning. 
After extensive community engagement, 
we have created an interactive online 
map – Culture Map Live – that is freely 
accessible to users via Council’s website. 

The Map offers functions for the 
community to update with editable 
content. This will provide a real-time and 
evolving picture of the Northern Beaches 
cultural and creative ecosystem. 

Excitingly, Culture Map Live demonstrates 
the scale and significance of the Northern 
Beaches cultural and creative sector; 
that works across Sydney, nationally, 
internationally, and in the local area. 

What is culture?  
We see culture as the production, distribution, 
and participation in creativity by community 
members and visitors. It is the reflection and 
expression of customs, traditions, heritage 
and social character, creating a way of 
life unique to the Northern Beaches. 

It is an inclusive term, encompassing 
many fields: visual arts, crafts, media arts, 
performing arts (music, dance, theatre, and 
physical theatre), design, heritage, museums, 
archives, libraries, literature and publishing, 
sound recording, film, audio visual, television, 
radio, digital arts and hybrid new forms 
of creative thinking or expression. It also 
includes creativity in the public domain, 
such as designing the built environment and 
public spaces. See the Northern Beaches 
Cultural Policy for more information.

In Australia, cultural and creative activity 
adds $111.7 billion or a 6.4% GDP in 2016-
17. In addition to its economic benefits, 
the cultural and creative sector generates 
non-monetary value that contributes 
significantly to achieving people-centered, 
inclusive, and sustainable development.  

Across New South Wales, nine out 
of 10 residents participate in cultural 
activities every year. There is a growing 
awareness of the role the creative 
sector plays as a facilitator of cross-
sectoral collaboration and innovation. 

What is the Culture Mapping Project?
The Northern Beaches is home to thriving and diverse creative communities 
across its beaches, bushlands, urban and industrial areas and has 
been a place for cultural practice for tens of thousands of years. 

Why map culture?  
Culture and creativity reflect and enhance our 
lives. It connects us through contributing to 
community cohesion, health and wellbeing, 
education, the economy, tourism and support 
of the environment. In a rapidly changing 
and complex world, culture and creativity 
– be it maker groups, music classes, live-
streaming concerts online, reading books 
or writing - help us understand our current 
experiences and imagine a better future.

The Northern Beaches cultural and creative 
sector contributes significantly to the region’s 
economic sustainability, generating $1.6 
billion in output and $790 million in value-
added in 2018/19, and comprising 6.5% 
of the total Northern Beaches economy. 
The cultural and creative sector is also 
an important provider of employment for 
residents in the region with over 13,000 
people employed in 2018/19, working 
locally, nationally and internationally. 

Accurately understanding local culture 
has never been more important.

By mapping culture and creating a deeper 
understanding of the characteristics of 
and relationships in the local cultural 
and creative eco-system, we can better 
work with the community supporting 
and growing a sustainable sector and 
enhancing community wellbeing. 

Our Culture Mapping Project is one of the key 
actions identified in the Connected through 
Creativity 2029, Arts and Creativity Strategy 
and outcomes identified in Goals 8, 9, 10 
and 12 of the Community Strategic Plan 
Shape 2028. The project also sits within a 
broader state and national framework.
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http://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/cultural-diversity/cultural-policy/cultural-policy-feb20.pdf
http://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/cultural-diversity/cultural-policy/cultural-policy-feb20.pdf
http://northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/arts-and-culture/arts-and-creativity-strategy
http://northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/arts-and-culture/arts-and-creativity-strategy
http://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.nthbch-yoursay.files/4715/6410/9218/Shape_2028_-_Northern_Beaches_Community_Strategic_Plan.pdf
http://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.nthbch-yoursay.files/4715/6410/9218/Shape_2028_-_Northern_Beaches_Community_Strategic_Plan.pdf


Kevin Diallo, Northern Beaches Studio artist at Curl Curl Creative Space studio
Photo: Kayapa Creative Studio, 2021



Northern Beaches Culture Mapping Project

The Map will grow and change over time. 
As new businesses emerge, creative 
events established and public artworks are 
installed, they will be added to the Map. 

To ensure the Map remains up-to-date, we 
invite the community to submit edits and add 
missing cultural and creative resources.

What you can find on the Map? 
Culture Map Live currently contains 
over 1,040 entries. To help you navigate 
it and locate information, we have 
collated the entries into 21 user-friendly 
categories that can be used as filters.

These categories such as ‘cinemas’, ‘art 
in public places’, ‘creative studios and 
places’ were informed by extensive creative 
community engagement feedback. You 
can read the full Cultural Mapping Project 
Community Engagement Report here.

The categories are based on our Culture 
Mapping Framework that represents 
the cyclical nature of culture and 
the relationship between its various 
stages including creation, production, 
dissemination, education or consumption.

What can I use the Map for? 
There are many ways you can explore 
and use the Map. Here are a few ideas:

• exploring culture in your local area

• looking for arts and cultural 
activities for your kids 

• finding specific creative businesses such 
as local architects or graphic designers

• locating a creative business to 
collaborate with on your next project

• finding a venue for your 
next gig or rehearsal.

There are many ways you can 
navigate and explore it: 

• general exploring 

• clicking on and off category layers

• using the search function

• downloading information

• ‘Get on the Map’ and ‘Suggest 
an edit’ buttons.

Using Culture Map Live
Culture Map Live plots cultural and creative resources, businesses and events 
within the Northern Beaches. It is an online resource for anyone to use. 

Fig. 2 
Northern Beaches Culture Mapping Framework
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https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.nthbch-yoursay.files/8816/1898/8316/2021_187479_Creative_Northern_Beaches_Finalv2_20AC1995_Cultural_Mapping_Project_Community_Engagement_Report_FA.PDF
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.nthbch-yoursay.files/8816/1898/8316/2021_187479_Creative_Northern_Beaches_Finalv2_20AC1995_Cultural_Mapping_Project_Community_Engagement_Report_FA.PDF


Northern Beaches Culture Mapping Project

Culture Map Live shows the breadth and 
spread of the cultural and creative ecosystem 
on the Northern Beaches. This includes the 
substantial variety and geographic spread 
of cultural and creative businesses, including 
architects, specialised designers, visual 
artists, musicians, and performing artists to 
book publishers, advertising and sign-writers. 

Cultural and creative businesses make up 
16% of the total number of items. Similarly 
education and development listings makes 
up 16% of the total mapped items. They 
follow creative and cultural places and 
spaces at 24% of total mapped entries.

This data reflects ProfileID economic 
data that reveals over 13,000 (8.5% of all 
employed residents) were working in the 
cultural and creative sector in 2018/19.
The sector also contributes significantly 
to the region’s economic sustainability, 
generating $1.6 billion in output and $790 
in value added in 2018/19, 6.5% of the 
total Northern Beaches economy. This 
represented 4.2% of Greater Sydney’s 
total Cultural and Creative Sector value. 

For a more detailed breakdown of 
cultural and creative sector data visit: id 
economic insights: Northern Beaches 
cultural and creative sector. 

The following provides a summary 
of observations based on our 
Culture Mapping Framework.

What Culture Map Live tells us

Community cultural organisations  
The Map lists over 130 community cultural 
organisations, located along the coastline 
and scattered throughout the main arterial 
roads, including Forest Way, Pittwater 
Road and Mona Vale Road. This includes:

• Community creative groups 

• Community groups and 
networks, containing: 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community organisations 

• cultural and linguistically 
diverse organisations and 
community networks

• environmental groups 

• historical societies

• Surf Lifesaving Clubs 

• youth organisations

Tibetan Community Sydney Performance at Dee Why Lagoon for Harmony Day, 2021
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https://www.ideconomicinsights.com/northern-beaches-cultural-creative
https://www.ideconomicinsights.com/northern-beaches-cultural-creative
https://www.ideconomicinsights.com/northern-beaches-cultural-creative


Northern Beaches Culture Mapping Project

Cultural and creative businesses    
The Map lists over 170 cultural and creative 
businesses. The majority of these businesses 
are in Manly and general and light industrial 
zoned land. The three industrial precincts on 
the Northern Beaches where these creative 
businesses exist include Brookvale, Cromer 
and Mona Vale. The types of businesses 
captured in this category include: 

• advertising and marketing 

• architectural services (encompassing 
landscape design)

• commercial photography

• heritage and restoration 

• performing arts 

• signwriters and printers 

• specialised design 

• Supply Nation (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander owned 
and operated businesses)

• surfboard shaping and manufacture 

• TV, film and new media 

• visual arts and crafts 

• writers, bookshops and publishing.

Cultural heritage        
The Map includes over 160 cultural 
heritage listings, including memorials, 
cemeteries and heritage sites.

The heritage sites currently listed are 
a selection of those situated on public 
land. A complete list of heritage items 
can be found at legislation.nsw.gov.au

Education and development            
There is a strong presence of creative and 
cultural education classes and opportunities 
across the LGA, such as dance, music, 
language and fine art classes. There are 
over 160 education and development 
listings on the Map, including:

• creative and cultural classes

• creative studios and spaces

• maker groups and artist run initiatives

• schools with cultural facilities 

• vocational and higher education.

Brayden Harry, ‘The Crafting’ short film production. Photo by Olivia Foley, 2020.
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Places and spaces    
There is a strong supply of recreational places 
and spaces throughout the LGA, including: 
golf clubs, ovals, parks, bowling and yacht 
clubs and skate parks; over 30 Council-owned 
and managed multi-use community centres; 
and creative spaces such as Glen Street 
Theatre, Curl Curl and Avalon creative spaces 
and the regional Manly Art Gallery & Museum. 

Festivals and events       
There are over 60 festival and event listings 
along the coastline and in local strategic 
centers, encompassing food, produce 
and sustainability; major community and 
sports; arts, music and performance. 

The Map provides a snapshot of the range of 
local and major events in the LGA. As events 
and festivals are generally temporary by 
nature, Council has not listed all festivals and 
events on the Map, rather it has focused on 
listing those that are well-embedded into the 
annual calendar for the Northern Beaches.

Natural heritage    
There are over 85 natural heritage listings on 
the Map, indicative of the extensive natural 
heritage present throughout the Northern 
Beaches LGA, from the bushland and national 
parks of the north-west corner with Ku-Ring 
Gai Chase National Park to the south-west 
corner with Garigal National Park, bordering 
Middle Harbour through to Sydney Harbour, 
North Head and up north along the coastal 
beaches through to Pittwater, West Head 
and Scotland Island. A full list of natural 
heritage can be found in the previous Local 
Environment Plans (LEP’s) for Pittwater, 
Warringah and Manly and included in the 
upcoming renewed LEP, to be drafted in 2022.

 

The Map also lists over 250 places and spaces, 
including: 

• art in public places 

• cinemas 

• commercial galleries 

• community centres and town halls 

• libraries, museums and cultural collections 

• places of worship 

• pubs, clubs and function venues 

• recording and production studios 

• recreational spaces and places 

• theatres and performance venues.

Leah Flanagan and band soundcheck. MAG&M Music Lounge, 2019
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Following the launch of Culture Map Live, our community will have an 
ongoing opportunity to provide feedback and suggestions. 

In early 2022, Council’s Arts and Culture team will finalise a comprehensive Draft Culture 
Mapping Project Report that will be reported to Council. This will detail the project 
method, research, data analysis, benchmarking, and discuss  opportunities for supporting 
the ongoing sustainability and vibrancy of our significant cultural and creative sector. 

Next steps

Avalon Creative Space Studio with work by Northern Beaches Studio artist Katika Shultz. 
Photo by Kayapa Creative Studio, 2021
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