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1. Summary 
This report outlines the community and stakeholder engagement outcomes of the Curl 
Curl to Freshwater Shared Path project where engagement was conducted from 23 
August to 19 September 2021. 

We sought comment on a proposal to build a new shared along Oliver Street in 
Freshwater, and Bennett and Park Streets, in Curl Curl.  

The proposed concept plan included a new 2.5-metre-wide concrete shared path to 
provide safer pedestrian and bicycle route connection to Freshwater Village, St John 
the Baptist School and Church, Harbord Public School and surrounding businesses.   

The feedback collected during consultation indicated a high level of support (over 77 
percent) for the proposed shared path upgrade, citing the anticipated benefits for all 
path users including large support for active transport routes.   

However, over 50 comments stated either a separated cycleway would be preferable 
cycling infrastructure or raised concerns over pedestrian and bicycle conflict on shared 
paths. Due to these comments Council has developed a concept for a separated 
cycleway that will be presented to the community for their feedback.  

The revised concept plan is now available on our Your Say project page.  

Those not supportive of the proposal raised safety concerns, questioned the side of the 
street that the shared pathed was proposed, as well as the impact of tree loss on the 
environment.  

 

1.1. Key outcomes 

 

Total unique 
responses  

317 

 

How responses 
were received 

Online comment form 

Written submission 

Completions: 311 

Received: 6 

 

Do you support 
the proposed 
shared path? 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 Not every respondent made a comment in addition to answering the sentiment question 

77%

19%

4%

Yes

No

Neutral/prefer not to say

n = 311 responses



1.2. How we engaged 
 

 

Have Your Say 

Visitors: 1,675 Visits: 2,016 Av. time onsite: 3m  

 

Print media and 
collateral 

Letterbox drop: Adjacent residents and 
property owners 

Site signs used: Yes 

 

Distribution: 540 

Number of signs: 
12 

 

Electronic direct 
mail (EDM) 

Community Engagement (fortnightly) 
newsletter: 2 editions  

Council (weekly) e-News: 2 editions  

 

Distribution: 22,000 
subscribers 

Distribution: 
150,000 
subscribers 

 

Key stakeholder 
engagement  

Emails sent to:  
 Harbord Public School  
 St John the Baptist Catholic 

School 
 Friends of Curl Curl Lagoon  

 
Meeting with Friends of Freshwater 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: 8 

 



1.3 Who responded1 

 

 

Gender  

 

 

Age groups 

 

 

 

Postcodes2 

 

 

 

2. Background 
The project is in line with Council’s Move Northern Beaches Transport Strategy and 
was identified in the Northern Beaches Bike Plan as a future connection within our safe 
cycling network aimed at providing additional active transport options across the 
Northern Beaches.  

Council is actively working with Transport for NSW on initiatives to support students 
walking and cycling to and from school.   

Council received funding through the Federal Stimulus – School Infrastructure Program 
to construct this safer pedestrian and cycle route connecting to St John the Baptist 
School and Harbord Public School. 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

 identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values  

 seek out and facilitate the involvement of those affected by or potentially 
interested in a project 

 provide accessible information so community and stakeholders could participate 
in a meaningful way. 

 

 
1 Demographic data was gathered by request only. The data represented only includes those respondents who provided this 
detail. 
2 Top 5 of 18 post code areas that respondents identified as being from. 

51% 49% 1%

Male

Female

N/A

49% 49% 2%

26-50 yrs

51-75 yrs

76+ yrs

38%

25%

13% 13% 13%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

2096 2099 2086 2100 2093



4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the Curl Curl to Freshwater, Shared path 
project was conducted over a four-week period, from 23 August 2021 to 19 September 
2021. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Matrix (2017).  

A project page was established on our have your say platform with information provided 
in an accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) 
channels.  

Feedback was captured through an online comment form embedded onto the have 
your say project page. The form included a question that directly asked respondents for 
their level of support on the proposal.  

An open-field comments box provided community members a space to explain or 
elaborate on their support, not support or neutral sentiment as well as any other 
feedback they wished to contribute. 

5. Findings 
Most respondents (more than 77 percent) were supportive of the project as they felt the 
proposal would benefit pedestrians and bicycle riding in the area. There were large 
amounts of support for the implementation of active transport routes in the area to 
promote wellbeing.   
 
There was also however, feedback received that suggested preference for a separated 
cycleway to avoid pedestrian and bicycle conflict and in turn provide more efficiency 
and operational integrity of the cycleway infrastructure.  

Due to the number of requests for a separated cycleway along with pedestrian safety 
concerns, Council has now developed a concept plan for a separated cycleway on the 
eastern side of the road which is now open for comment on our ‘have your say’ website. 

Those generally not supportive of the proposal raised safety concerns and questioned 
the side of the street that the shared pathed was proposed.  

Comments on the project have been themed and responded to in Table 1 below.  
 

  



Table 1: Themed comments raised and our response 

Comment 
raised  

What we heard Council’s response 

Separated 
cycleway  

Requests for a separated 
cycleway is preferred over a 
shared path as it would avoid 
pedestrian and bicycle conflicts 
and offer better cycling 
infrastructure to the community.  

We have developed a concept for a 
separated cycleway that will be 
presented to the community.  
 
The revised project will be placed on 
public exhibition for 28 days to 
gather community feedback. 

Safety – 
pedestrian and 
bicycle conflict 

Concern was raised that shared 
paths are dangerous or 
uncomfortable for pedestrians 
due potential conflicts with bike 
riders. 

Transport for NSW Centre for Road 
Safety released a discussion paper 
on shared paths in 2015. The 
concluding remarks, based on 
evidence, stated that shared paths 
represent a relatively low safety risk. 
 
However as stated above, due to the 
number of responses requesting a 
separated cycleway, we have 
developed a concept for a separated 
cycleway that will be presented to 
the community. 

Safety – 
driveways 

Concerns that the shared path in 
this location may be unsafe for 
users as residents currently have 
driveways that cross the 
proposed path.  

There is an existing footpath in the 
proposed location where people 
currently walk, ride wheeled 
recreational devices and where 
children (and accompanying adults) 
are legally allowed to ride a bicycle.  
 
It is the responsibility of the vehicle 
driver to ensure they do not impede 
path users. 

 

Location – 
alternative 
routes  

The shared path should take an 
alternative route via Bennett 
Street and past the Bowling Club 
to link into John Fisher Park as 
this would be more direct and 
offer a quicker connection into the 
existing shared path network. 

This alternative route is a good 
option to connect into the Park and 
existing shared path network.  

We will continue to explore this 
during the concept and design 
process. If not able to be delivered 
as part of this project, it may be 
identified as a future connection 
when, and if, funding becomes 
available.  

Location – 
alternative side 
of Oliver Street 

The path may be more useful if 
located on the eastern side of 
Oliver Street due to direct access 
to the larger Harbord Public 
School, Jacka Park and also 
avoiding the challenging 
intersection of Oliver and Bennett 
Street. 

The western side of Oliver Street 
was initially chosen due having 
beneficial access for residents on 
streets perpendicular and west to 
Oliver Street where this is no 
alternative route. Residents on the 
east of Oliver Street benefit from 
alternative routes through 
Freshwater via Foam Street, Eric 
Street, Glenn Street, etc. The 
intersection of Oliver and Bennett 



Comment 
raised  

What we heard Council’s response 

Street would be made safe for path 
users under this proposal. 

Environment - 
trees 

Concerns that the proposal may 
result in loss of trees. 

The protection of existing street trees 
is a very important to us.  

Trees would only be removed if 
absolutely necessary for safety 
reasons and if no alternative design 
option was possible. This would be 
done in consultation with Council 
Tree Protection Officers. 

We also expect environmental 
benefits through the increase of 
active transport options over the use 
of cars. 

 

During the consultation period. Council received a number of questions either through 
direct contact or within feedback received.  

Table 2: Questions and Council’s response  

Question Council’s response 

Where you are proposing to widen 
the footpath, are you simply moving 
the path further out into the road? 
Will there be any impact to the bus 
stop and/or the property that sits 
behind it (i.e. my property)? 

 

If the project proceeds as per the original concept 
plan, it is likely that the shared path at the location 
of the bus stop will need to be a slow/squeeze point 
in the wider shared path. Therefore, the kerb and 
bus shelter would remain in place.  

 

Will you consider removing the glass 
panel construction of the bus stop? 
There have been a few incidents of 
people smashing them.  

 

If the project proceeds as per the original concept it 
is likely that the bus stop will remain in place and 
hence there would be no works to the bus stop as 
part of this project.  

If the bus stop needs to be replaced, this can be 
taken into consideration at that time. Although glass 
is more suspectable to vandalism, the benefit of 
glass is that there is greater visibility for both path 
and bus stop users. 

What impact will there be from a 
noise perspective for the residents? It 
says the work will go for 6 months. 
As you know many of us work from 
home now which will not be possible 
if there are workmen out there with 
jackhammers etc  

 

A commencement date has not been confirm 
however the project is currently anticipated to be 
constructed within the first six months of 2022.  

Construction will be staged along the project length 
and it is likely that that construction activities would 
only be for a 3-5 days in the direct vicinity of each 
property. During that time noisy works (such as 
removal of existing path) would be minimal as this is 
generally completed in a short time frame.    

Will there be any impact to parking?  

 

If the project proceeds as per the original concept 
plan (as a shared path), minor impacts to parking 
may occur where safer road crossings are 
implemented. This is subject to detailed design.  



Question Council’s response 

Based on feedback received, Council has 
developed a new concept based on a separated 
cycleway on the eastern side of the street.  

This would likely result in the removal of all the 
parking spots along the project corridor.  

An alternative plan has also been developed and 
publicly exhibited to the community with a reduced 
road and parking lane width that retains many of the 
current parking spots.  

 

Will Oliver and Bennett Streets 
remain as two-way streets?  

 

Yes, they will both remain two-way streets. 

Will speed limits be impacted? Cars 
come around the bend where 
Bennett meets Oliver Street at an 
alarming speed. 

If the proposal goes ahead as per the original 
concept plan as a shared path, works will be 
generally contained within the road verge and no 
adjustments will be made to the speed limit.  

A review of speed limits would be investigated if the 
project proceeds as a separated cycleway where 
vehicle travel widths are reduced. 

What about additional connections? The Northern Beaches Bike Plan identifies other 
proposed connections. These projects will be 
progressed when funding becomes available.  

A shared path connection has recently been 
constructed on Playfair Road, North Curl Curl. 

Council is also currently developing a safe cycling 
connection from John Fisher Park to Freshwater 
Village. This will connect to the existing shared path 
network that continues to Manly. 

Will cyclists have to give pedestrians 
the same clearance distance when 
passing them, as motorists passing 
cyclists?  

NSW road rules state that bicycle riders must give 
way to pedestrians on a shared path. There is no 
specified distance that bicycle riders must ride from 
pedestrians. 

NSW road rules specifies that motor vehicle drivers 
must give a specific passing distance when passing 
a bicycle rider on the road. Refer to 
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/
drivers/bicycle-riders/index.html  

How are speeds enforced on shared 
pathways? 

Enforcement of speed falls under the jurisdiction of 
NSW Police.  

Council periodically undertakes education 
campaigns regarding safety and usage of shared 
paths.   

 

 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 1 Verbatim community and stakeholder responses 
 

Number Comments 

1 Well overdue, keeps the community active and Curl Curl and Freshwater connected. 

2 
A better choice would be closer to the beach and up near the Diggers. That's where the bike riders 
travel -- not much on Oliver and Bennett Sts. 

3 
It would help to provide a safer way to ride. I’m an older rider and would use this. However I would like 
a speed limit for bikes on all shared pathways to discourage fast riders of all ages. 

4 Happy to widen the footpaths in  all areas where there is enough verge land 

5 

For pedestrians, mixed use paths are a real nuisance - they tend to have pedestrians and bicyclists 
going in the same direction which in my view is ludicrous. Pedestrians don't know what is coming up 
behind them and most bike riders don't use a bell. 

6 The Freshwater to Queenscliff shared footpaths are working well.  Let's continue north to Curl Curl. 

7 
I fully support this shared path. Great alternative to the existing shoulder lanes to improve safety, 
especially for the children that will use or do use this route to access the school and other users. 

8 Great stuff. Another step in the end-end off road cycling 

9 

This concept plan does not provide any context to the pathway. Where might people want to traverse 
from and to using this - and any other planned cycle paths? 
You need to include maps (or links to existing maps) showing how each section connects (or will in the 
future) to others forming routes for users to follow who wish to traverse our suburbs on bikes. 
There are two audiences for this sort of proposal 1) those whose properties adjoin the proposed path, 
2) those who might want to use the path. This document seems only to address the former. 
 
To give you personal context, I live in Narrabeen and often cycle to see my grandson in North Manly, or 
just meander for a bit of exercise to Manly/North Head using non-road routes wherever possible. 

10 I only agree if walkers are not put at risk 

11 Providing a safe path for cyclists is a positive for the community 

12 

I am very supportive of a cycle path being introduced but query why pedestrian space is being used for 
cycle paths when Oliver Street is a very wide road with plenty of space for a segregated bike path to be 
installed between the pedestrian footpath and the road by moving car parking outwards further into the 
road. This would provide better protection for cyclists and better encourage active transport by bike and 
on foot. Reducing pedestrian amenity is not a good way to encourage active transport. This will make it 
more difficult for parents with prams, people walking dogs or elderly people to feel comfortable walking. 
I strongly suggest that on road options should be considered, even if this involves the loss of some car 
parking. Freshwater and Curl Curl would benefit hugely from better cycle paths and this would reduce 
the need for people to drive everywhere which would reduce the need for car parking so the loss of 
parking would not be as significant. 
 
I strongly urge the council to consider a segregated cycle path which retains some car parking but 
moves the parking closer to the centre of the road (see attached image). Or alternatively, creating a 
cycle path by removing car parking from one side of the road. As noted, an increase in cycling use 
would reduce the need for on-street parking. Further, studies have shown that an increase in cycling 
can boost local shopping and reduce trips to shopping malls. See the following article for example on 
the economic benefits of cycle paths: https://theconversation.com/cycling-and-walking-can-help-drive-
australias-recovery-but-not-with-less-than-2-of-transport-budgets-142176 
 

 
Personal details have been redacted where possible. Spelling and grammatical errors have been amended only where 
misinterpretation or offence may be caused. 



Number Comments 

  
13 Would prefer separate pedestrian to cyclist paths 

14 Extend it to Manly down Oliver Street. 

15 
Will cyclists have to give pedestrians the same distance leeway when passing? 
If not why not? It is good enough for motorists to play safe 

16 

Great ? 
 
We will use it with our son for a safer route 

17 

This is great. 
 
I think it would be valuable to have a safer transit to and from the beach. I rode from Manly to 
Freshwater yesterday on the new path, but was forced onto unsafe streets to get to freshwater beach.  
 
It would be good to get additional pathways included from freshwater village to freshwater beach and 
from stewart avenue to curl curl beach. 

18 

Could you also consider putting in a footpath along Bennett Street past Harbord Bowling Club heading 
to the Freshwater Campus. The majority of the kids drive to school but a number still walk and as there 
are NO footpaths at all they walk down the middle of the road which is dangerous for both pedestrians 
and drivers. 

19 The more shared paths the better, as I find it dangerous to rde a bike on the busy roads. 

20 

Please use the funds on the sporting fields. Look at Weldon Oval and the grass Netball courts... they 
are all crying out for some water and maintenance, Surely people can walk themselves without having 
lines placed down the middle. This is out of control, all this shared pathways. 
 
I walk often along those Freshwater streets with my niece who lives in Johnson St. Even the dogs can 
walk along without having lines to tell them to stay left. 

21 
just make them wide enough that disabled people or women with strollers are not in danger as cyclists 
don't have enough room. Some of these images are a bit susepct for width 

22 

Yes 
But for section that heads up park street to oliver street 
Path should run along Stirgess and then link up at oliver on Bennett st 
…..as massive foot traffic on Stirgess road during netball season 

23 

Great concept and look forward to using the path. 
 
Oliver and Bennett St junction is a danger to local residences and has had a recent fatality at Brighton 
St. Traffic calming to integrate with these concepts would be appreciated i.e. traffic calming central 
central wall at bend in Oliver St. 
 
Existing Oliver St crossing at Wilson St is dangerous as pedestrians are unseen travelling east until 



Number Comments 

onto the road - suggest it is moved to the north side of Wilson St to tie into new concept outside 
Community Hall. 

24 
Improved, wider footpaths are always great AS LONG AS THEY DONT TAKE ROAD SPACE OR CAR 
PARKING SPACE!  It is a very busy road. 

25 

Every suburb should have this - beach car parking can never satisfy summer demand, so cycling is the 
only answer.   Will there be increased cycle racks at the end of these new paths as Freshie currently 
doesn't have enough. 

26 Looks to be a very safe and useful means of linking the beaches for bicycle travel. 

27 

The pathway is nowhere near wide enough to accommodate bikes and pedestrians. I live in Oliver 
street and have first hand experienced several incidents which could have resulted in injuries or even 
death. The trees would need to be removed and the path widened substantially. Currently people are 
using the path as a bike track without consideration for pedestrians, also very few wear helmets. When 
I spoke to one rider (in his 40’s) about using the bike path he replied with ‘the bird’. This is what we’re 
dealing with. In my opinion it’s a disaster waiting to happen. 

28 Shared paths are safer for bikes but more dangerous for pedestrians and speed is a factor. 

29 

It's good to see some additional cycling infrastructure, however I would much prefer a separated 
cycleway - so much safer for both cyclists and pedestrians. I am a a frequent rider through John Fisher 
park and support further paths dedicated to cyclists. 

30 

I am supportive of cycling infrastructure and ride and drive these exact roads. there is a major problem 
with creating share paths instead of separated cycleways or lowering traffic speeds is that this proposal 
crosses many driveways which have poor visibility - there are hedges and fences (which is shown in 
your photographs) which means that a cyclist has little time to react if a car is coming out of a driveway. 
I would also say that to remove the bike lane on the road would put riders at risk because there are 
many who would not use the share path for the reason above, and the fact that you would have to stop 
at every cross street to make sure it is safe to cross, whereas on Oliver street you have right of way. 
This would have convenience issues making it unattractive and more dangerous for commuter bike 
riders. What might be better is if the road is adapted such that there are parking indents between 
trees/driveways, so move the parked cars away from the bike lane to avoid car-dooring incidents. 
Traffic speeds are not too bad on this road because of the roundabouts but could be lowered to 40km 
to improve the amenity of the existing bike lanes. 

31 

Your path at 2.5 metres is too narrow it should be at least 3.0 metres 
Speed limited should be imposed on bikes of 10 kph 
Bike riders must as the law requires give way to pedestrians 
Bikes are not to be ridden on pedestrian crossings or across roads they must dismount 
Council must enforce these rules in the design. 

32 

The shared path built within the exisitng boundary to kerb limits will increase the likelihood of accidents 
because of the hiogh numbe of private vehicle access points (private driveways). A much safer option 
is to create a clearly deined separated on road cucle path. 

33 Hopefully this is just the start and it will be upgraded to a separated cycleway later. 

34 

I really do not think shared paths are the way forward. They are annoying for walkers, drivers and 
cyclists in equal measure! The walkers have to put up with speeding cyclists. The drivers get annoyed 
because people who actually want to cycle still use the road even though the footpath is there.  
I noticed what you did at deeehy recently and this looks good, a proper cycle lane! 

35 

Removing local bikes from the main road will encourage more people to use their bikes to get to/from 
places. My preference would always be a seperated bike path to minimise the chance of interaction 
with pedestrians, loose dogs off leash, but acknowledge there is unlikely to be budget for that. 

36 

Shared active transport on this route will help open up Freshwater & Curl Curl to 
Manly/Balgowlah/North Manly, and will ensure safer journeys, and avoid mixing road traffic with 
cycle/pedestrian traffic. 

37 

This section of road has poor pedestrian access and this will be a significant improvement.  
Consideration however has not been made in those locations where it is proposed to remove on road 
bike lane - road cyclists will not use the shared path and removal of on road cycle path can be 
tempered by ensuring no parking is allowed at those points 

38 

As an elderly pedestrian I’m concerned about sharing the path with bikes as too often bike riders speed 
& fail to use their bell to warn of their approach. 
Now we pedestrians also have to contend with electric bikes , which are very quiet. The young riders 
seem to delight in zooming silently along , which must be great fun , but is dangerous to pedestrians on 
a shared path. 

39 

Safe biking esp for children is great. 
Hope there's consistency. Presently it's confusing where bike path stop and start. Crossing roads need 
priority for bikes and pedestrians. 

40 This would be of great benefit and make cycling/ walking around the area much safer. 



Number Comments 

41 Excellent plan. 

42 
I support this north / south route but please also consider upgrading the coastal route along Carrington 
Parade as this would add a beautiful cycle experience 

43 

Great idea, it will hopefully slow the cars down and make people more comfortable using the busy road.  
 
My children go to Harbord Public and they walk through Jacka Park. Crossing Wyndora Ave onto Oliver 
is very very very dangerous. I’ve asked before, we need a pedestrian crossing on the eastern side of 
Oliver for all the people who run the gauntlet. Pre COVID you would only have to watch the Harbord 
kids trying to navigate through the cars like the game Frogger but with greater consequence.  
 
I’m aware this is about the western side, I’m just asking you to put a crossing in.  
 
Regards  

44 

Great initiative. Have you thought about extending the shared path down to the beach? Lots of kids & 
surfers cycle to the beach as a destination from surrounding suburbs. Would be great to have safer 
access for them on the roads. 

45 

Yes, the plan for shared bike/walk path looks great, adding the safe road crossing. I live in XX Bennett 
st, and my kids ride their bike to Freshwater beach and Curl Curl beach for a surf and also to the 
Netball Courts. We would definitely benefit from safer crossings as at the moment I worry about the 
speeding cars on Bennett. So many kids are crossing this road from the Freshwater side to the netball 
courts and AFl/cricket/hockey grounds. I also have to mention that I would suggest to move 74 Bennett 
street bus stop to the intersection of Oliver and Brighton street as mostly Freshwater Campus school 
kids use that bus stop and they are crossing/running over the road in the band, that’s where the bus 
stop is,  which is very dangerous as you cant see coming traffic from either side. If the bus stop was 
moved to Brighton street intersection, school kids could cross safely and keep walking on Brighton st. 
to their school. Then I would also have a traffic light in Brighton -Oliver intersection to slow the traffic 
down at the band. Unfortunately, it is a dangerous intersection as we know someone was hit and died 
last year, not seeing the coming traffic from the band. A traffic light could have saved his life. Rgds,  

46 

‘Shared paths provide a safe passage for people wanting to ride at low speeds.’ 
 
How are low speeds enforced on shared pathways? 
 
Existing pathway is preferable. 
Waste of money. 

47 If it involves cutting down any trees my answer is No. 

48 
The more bike paths around the Northern Beaches the better.  They are an intergral part in keeping our 
children safer. 

49 

I personally prefer separated bike lane on the main road, as the shared path are not always useful for 
daily commute (reduced speed). 
But any development to encourage the use of bicycle is more than welcome! 

50 I support a shared path but the best solution will be a dedicated cycle path 

51 

Why is the council proposing to upgrade perfectly good footpaths with wider ones when there are areas 
on the northern beaches who have been requesting a simple footpath (for safety reasons) for years.  
This isn't just! 

52 
I wonder why the path would not be on the eastern side of Oliver Street, by Harbord Public School.  It 
would seem a safer option at the Bennett/Oliver Street corner. 

53 
A shared pathway is better than nothing, but I believe a dedicated cycle way should be installed along 
this route, which is very much used by cyclists. 

54 

These improvements are great even if badly overdue but I would like to see more priority given to 
linking them up so you could ride from suburb to suburb without having to go back onto the road when 
the cycle track ends abruptly. 
Also, although shared cycle/walking paths are better than nothing they are far from best practice which 
would be to separate cyclists and pedestrians from each other as well as from motorised traffic. This is 
how it is done in European countries where cycling is treated as a serious transport option. 

55 

It is better than nothing but not up the standards of more advanced countries like Denmark or The 
Netherlands. 
Perhaps we would not need so much on street parking if the council did something to discourage the 
use of our suburban streets as free boat/caravan/trailer storage which seems to be taking up more and 
more of this limited public space for private use. 

56 

Great idea for junior bike riders, but as someone who uses their bicycle to get from A to B (work, surf 
etc) I prefer to be as visible as possible and use the road rather than run the gauntlet of unwary 
pedestrians and wobbly children just learning to ride. This should not/not be accompanied with removal 
of the existing on-street bike 'lanes' which the shared path complements and does not replace. Those 



Number Comments 

lanes should be maintained to keep drivers bike-aware. 
 
The path needs to be upgraded in any case for eg elderly with walking aids. 

57 

While I support the path in concept, I would recommend switching it to the other side of the road.  This 
would allow it to better service Harbord Public School, Jacka Park, Freshwater shops as well as follow 
the 'natural path' - taking the inside of the curve where the Oliver St transitions to Bennett St.  The 
current proposal requires users to cross the road to access each of these major destinations as well as 
connect with the new Dowling St shared path to Queenscliff and Manly. 
 
Given the connection to John Fisher Park at the bottom of Park St, there is a higher likelihood of use if 
the new shared path runs on the western side of the street (rather than the proposed eastern side).  
People will leave the park and be immediately on the path, rather than having to first cross the street to 
access and use it. 
 
I live on Bennett St and cycle with my children in John Fisher Park and in the local area. 

58 

Good idea. It would be safer for older walkers if bike bells were rung when the riders come up behind. 
Scares the daylights out when they whoose past, unheard. 
?BIG Bell signs? 

59 

Shared paths cause too many accidents!  
 
Too many trees and shrubs will have to be destroyed, trees that we need so much for creation of rain, 
storafe of CO2, shade and habitat for our unique fauna. I understand the necessity of minimisation of 
car reliance, however, surely there are other ways to create more possibilities for bikes and 
pedestrians, without the destruction of existing trees and shrubs!! Maybe minimising the width of roads, 
creating waiting havens so that cars are forced to wait and let each other pass. This will be safer for all 
road participants as well, as driving speeds will slow down!! 

60 Not enough bicycles to justify further negative impact on car traffic ! 

61 

I believe this would enhance the safety of children riding bicycles to the Harbord Public School and the 
general community.  However, I would suggest that the dreadful Maria trees lining the western side of 
Oliver Street, between Soldiers Ave and Lawrence St be removed together with the noxious Cocos 
Palms.  The palms attract vermin to the fallen dates and ripening dates and harbour cockroaches in the 
palm fronds, the Marias attract and habour mosquitos.  Prior to the planting of the Marias and the 
palms we had beautiful flower beds there and they were a wonderful welcome to Freshwater and all 
through spring and summer there was a wonderful display of flowers attracting all forms of beneficial 
insects.  Please reinstate the flower beds and remove the noxious exotic palms and get rid of this 
dreadful eyesore. 

62 Kids riding on the pavement are so different to navigate when walking 

63 

As a resident, there has been so many close accidents already with bike users hooning down the 
footpath at an unsafe speed. We have pedestrians of all ages walking the path and bike riders have no 
care. There is already a bike lane on the road, why not make that safer so everyone can enjoy the 
area. It’s hard enough getting in and out of our driveway as it is. Hoping you can come up with a better 
and safer solution. 

64 

I am a very keen rider numerous b8kes 62 y old. 
Riding bicycles across driveways and near masses of  parked cars with people alighting .eg ..sports 
fields  netball abbott rd is frought with danger. 
Dedicated road space if your serious is the only way. 
No on road ,back on path at chicanes, or riding around poles ,driveway dips . 
Maybe a few more 1 way streets  a least halves the confusion. 
Abbott in particular should be 1 way. 
Weekends are a joke.and dangerous. 
Bicycles travel at speed snd rarely mix well with pedestrians that set up is last resort.. 
I know we can do betyer and appreciate the councils work and seeking input. 
We've started so thanks. Ps griffin rd is a death trap for bikes at the chicane and pedestrians? No 
crossing really? dogs bikes beaches trafic surfboard carriers net ballers soccer parked at beach. 
bus stops skate park and skaters. And a chicane points cars at the waiting to cross zones.. 
This needs urgent attention  
XX 38 yrs curly 

65 

Maybe wherever possible the bike path should be on dedicated path or shared ..utilise field on Abbott 
rd.. its safer than footpath past a hundred driveways. 
 paths are already there away from cars crossings. driveways  people unloading .complete the park 
loop and integrate .much more visable to hazards conflicts. 
Create a one way for cars back street network. 
Make it wide enough too prams skaters bikes people walking side by side talking 4 mtr s wide in park 
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min. 
Cheers. 

66 

Safer crossing eg zebra crossing needs to be a priority on the corner of Oliver and Brighton street.  
Traffic speeds around that section of Oliver street and we don’t want another death occurring especially 
as a lot of kids cross there. 

67 
This is an awful idea. It’s so dangerous for walkers to share the space with bikes and will be chaos 
around school time. We already have dedicated bike lanes. Make them safer for everyone 

68 

I live in Wilson Street Freshwater and would love to be able to cycle to Curl Curl. Although I own a bike, 
which sits in my garage,  I am currently unable to as I am not prepared to cycle on the road. I do not 
consider that road markings provide safety for myself or others. This proposal would permit cycling, and 
walking, on greatly improved paths which would greatly increase my capacity to get around without 
needing to use the car for short trips. This provides health benefits directly to me and the reduction in 
car use provides environmental benefits to the whole community. 

69 It’s a great idea! 

70 
What a fantastic idea. So many families and children use this stretch to get to and from shops and 
schools. 

71 

You need to ensure all trees stay. NO REMOVALS. There is no need to put white paint on the pathway. 
Too many signs as it is. Would prefer funds be spent on planting trees. In th FAQ too many ifs and no 
guarantees.  Put trees along Harbord rd before you spend money on this 

72 

Bikes and pedestrians should not share the same pathways. Have almost been knocked over so many 
times. And it would be to at least have footpaths in so many streets before this nonsense goes on. So 
wrong in so many areas. 

73 Great idea! 

74 Great idea 

75 

Can council confirm how many trees will need to be removed 
 
A 2.5m wide footpath is a bit excessive, it will make the street a concrete corridor which Im sure the 
directly affected residences will not approve of 
 
A widening of the footpath will also result in bicycles riding more quickly on average risking more 
collisions with cars (and pedestrians) reversing out of their driveways and possibly risking more lives 

76 
I’m sick of the arrogant attitude of cyclists to pedestrians. They show no respect to pedestrians as they 
expect you to get out of their way. Put in more cycle ways on the roads please. 

77 
Absolutely! This would benefit our family and the greater community immensely!  
We support this 110% and are so excited by the suggested plans 

78 

To whom it may concern.  
 
I generally support the improvement of cycle paths, however from the images available it appears that 
the pathway on Oliver Str between Wilson St and Soldiers Ave will run through the green medium strip 
space. If this is the case, I would like to object. It makes more sense for the bike path to be where the 
existing footpath is (and the existing bike lane). For the houses along this stretch (including mine at XX 
Oliver Street) access to driveways will become a significant safety issue as the entrances are 
obstructed by the hedge/gardens. There is a major risk of injury to cyclists etc as there is limited 
visibility for cars entering properties along this stretch. If the pathway is to be where the existing 
footpath is, this is not an issue as visibility is far better from the street. 
Lastly, can you please confirm if any changes are proposed to the green nature strip as part of these 
works? I personally have spent countless hours clearing rubbish from this area as children (including 
mine) often play in this area. I have also spent a lot of time maintaining the garden for the benefit of all 
those who use this space, and it would be a great shame to loose this green space. If you can please 
confirm the plan for this small stretch (Oliver St between Wilson St and Soldiers Ave), I would greatly 
appreciate it.   

79 
Strongly support. Would also welcome improvements to the Oliver St / Brighton St crossroads which is 
very dangerous as a pedestrian and the scene of many accidents and near misses 

80 

I support the proposal as an Oliver St resident. I note the road crossings aim to be safer for the path 
users. One crossing which I find unsafe at present is coming from Harbord Road on Wyndora Avenue 
at the Oliver Street roundabout. Please can this be considered particularly carefully? 

81 
I would hope that some bike riders will use this, but probably not. At least this is safer for children 
heading to the netball courts area. 

82 

Much needed and overdue. These paths get very busy during before and after school times and on the 
weekend and difficult for young kids to navigate on a bike. Please review safety of all road crossings in 
conjunction, including the very dangerous one at Wilson and Oliver. Kids cross there all the time but the 
approach makes it difficult to see the crossing and crossing needs to be better marked. 
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83 
Great to have a safe path to connect village & the schools with the netball courts/ riding path at Curl 
Curl. 

84 

Great idea, and very much needed for a family like ours. 
 
I live on Soldiers avenue with my wife and 18 mth old, and we actively choose to cycle to both Manly 
and Curl Curl rather than drive, even though we have a car. The new dedicated path towards Manly is 
already very helpful. 
 
I do sometimes get concerned with my daughter on the back of the bike on the main road (and of 
course in future, riding herself), so can see the benefit of extending this. 
 
I personally don’t think there will be issues with pedestrians, as a couple of online comments have 
suggested. Like the Manly path, the serious cyclists choose the road, while the families and slower 
riders choose the path. 
 
My only suggestion is to obviously keep the path as wide as practically possible to allow passing easily.  

85 

Great idea to allow more bike usage.  
 
It will also assist kids on bike school to home travel linking exisiting ped crossings/curl curl Lagoon 
path. A few street crossings will need traffic calming (raised crossings perhaps?) At Soldiers, Brighton, 
Wyndora.  That will help bike and pedestrian crossing which are hard at moment. 

86 Just concerned about being able to exit out of our driveway with children flying past on bikes 

87 
I have for a long time wanted to use my bike more to get around but have been apprehensive due to 
having to ride on our busy roads.  These shared paths would be fabulous.  Thank you. 

88 

This should be a segregated cycle path. Better for kids riding to school and also people traveling 
between Curl Curl and Freshwater. Safer for pedestrians also. Also there should be a segregated cycle 
path from Freshwater to Manly to connect people all the way from Curl Curl and Freshwater to the 
ferry. 

89 
This is fantastic! So glad the council is putting in a safe pedestrian route through from the village to Curl 
Curl. THANKYOU! 

90 

Safer for our children to ride their bikes to the netbal court especially during lockdowns as we all know 
that’s all the kids can do during these difficult times! Too many complains of fellow neighbours about 
cycling on the pavement but honestly that Oliver st all the way to Bennet and further is too dangerous 
for young kids to be on the road! So yes 100% supporting the plan! Thank you 

91 

Just rode the curly - mall- queenscliff- freshie- curly loop with my 5yr old today and it was much harder 
than it needed to be. Shared path would be a huge help- as would an easy way to connect over the 
headland to queenscliff 

92 

This is a wonderful and much needed project. Walking to school is currently quite hazardous with small 
kids due to the narrowness of the footpaths, the number of other users, including bikes, who have to 
squeeze past each other and the limited visibility to cross many of the side streets. Timing road 
crossing at the junctions with the roundabouts is also quite difficult with small kids so anything you can 
do to give pedestrians priority at these intersections would be great. 

93 Much needed for everyone 

94 What a great idea 

95 

It will be fabulous to see kids riding their bikes & scooters to school. I'll he encouraged to ride my bike 
too - I'm currently too scared to ride on the road as the traffic is too unpredictable. Great initiative for 
our community. 

96 This is a great idea and will enable my son to cycle to school safely. 

97 

I think this is a fantastic idea, I have 2 children that attend Harbord Public School, there are a few kids 
that have been hit by other students riding their bikes on the narrow path, this will make it a lot safer. 
Thank you 

98 Please include a pedestrian crossing on Wyndora ave near bus stops / footpath from Jacka park 

99 Need to improve safety for the kids and encourage bike access around Freshwater 

100 

I support this as an effective way of removing local traffic from a road that has two schools located on it.  
By making it safer to exercise I would expect that the path will get significant use as a way to link up 
with parkland pathways around Curl Curl Lagoon. 
Any increase in exercise by people in the community also has a positive impact on health and the need 
for health support services, this is to the benefit at all government levels from local to federal. 

101 

"Shared paths provide a safe passage for people wanting to ride at low speeds. The road is still 
available for those wanting to cycle at higher speeds" - Planning at all junctions and crossings needs to 
include offsets &/or chicanes (disabled, pushchair & trike friendly), causing some slowing of bikes prior 
to proceeding across the roads, as evidence at other shared paths show that many cyclist are 
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inconsiderate to other users, on foot or vehicles, barely slowing on approach. They also ignore any 
directives to dismount.  
The trees south of Surfers Parade roundabout will block visibility of path users to vehicles travelling 
north on Oliver Street, wishing to turn left, who will be concentrating on traffic on the roundabout on 
approach. Similar, but less of an issue is the Wilson Street junction advance visibility 
Consideration is needed for the path outside St John the Baptist Primary School, as frequently there is 
a melee on the footpath at the patrolled crossing at the gates in school zone times. Will the existing 
pedestrian/school crossing on Johnson Street be maintained? How will the new road crossing affect the 
'drop off zone' early in Johnson Street? 
Similarly, special consideration is needed at the Lawrence Street existing pedestrian crossing, where 
cyclist using the existing shared path in Dowling street, coming down the hill, swerve straight out across 
the crossing without consideration of approaching traffic from the nearby traffic lights or coming up 
Lawrence Street. Appropriately positioned chicanes to slow approach on both sides seems essential. 

102 

I support the plan however I do have concerns: 
 
1. about how wide the path will need to be to accommodate pedestrians  and cyclists in both directions.  
In particular along the Bennett Street east west section to Park Street.  The current path is not wide 
enough for bikes to pass in either direction and the visual plan does not indicate any widening of the 
path.  How can this be safe or practical when the nature strip slopes off toward the houses. 
2.  has there been any consideration of the safety of cyclists (who tend to move faster than 
pedestrians) when residents are entering and exiting their properties.  Many of the properties do not 
have good visual of the path due to trees or brick fences.  My concern would be if a cyclists was 
moving quickly along the path, whether a resident would have adequate time to react. 
3. there is a bus stop near no 63 Bennett Street which often has large groups of school children 
gathered to catch busses.  They often have to congregation and line up across the path to access the 
bus.  How will this be managed. 
4.  On the opposite side of the street to the stop noted in point 3, many students cross to Northern side 
do the road.  This road is quite busy.  There are often large groups doing this under already dangerous 
circumstances.  As well as students, many elderly use this stop and again cross from the southern side 
to the northern side of the busy road.  How will this be accommodated so this crossing can be made 
safely without risking fast moving cyclists and pedestrian collisions when they enter the path.  This 
crossing often needs to be done in an urgent manner due to the speed with which traffic tends to travel 
on this road and the merging of people crossing and cyclists travelling on the path is a concern. 

103 

The shared path would be preferential along Carrington parade. Cyclists, walkers want to be closer to 
the water like on manly promenade. It will be better for the community. Dee why already has this in 
place and it should follow up Griffith road 

104 

I live in Oliver Street (East Side) near Wyadra Avenue.  Is the proposed shared path to be built on the 
West Side only and not both sides of the street? 
Have you allowed for the bus seat to remain at the cnr of Oliver Street and Wyadra Avenue? 
Why has'nt a bus shelter been provided for the children.  I see them standing in the rain and also the 
hot summer sun.  There appears to be plenty of shelters provided elsewhere in low traffic areas.  
Shared paths are a serious accident waiting to happen.  No laws exist. The parents have no respect for 
pedestrians so that explains most childrens attitude. 

105 A great initiative, prefer a shared walkway rather than dedicated cycle path 

106 
Separate walking track please as I am constantly being run into by cyclists on pavement who don’t ring 
bell to let you know there coming. Cycling go to fast So people can’t walk 

107 Children’s safety 

108 
A separate bike lane would also be very beneficial.  So many kids use this route from freshwater to get 
to the park on bikes. 

109 Look great. Much safer for kids. 

110 
Much safer. 
I hope no trees will be removed. 

111 Great idea 

112 

I would not like to see any of the trees cut down or damaged along the route especially the ones on 
Bennett street that we're only planted 10 years ago. There does not seem like enough room on the 
current footpath to make into a shared path. Maybe you could narrow the road and remark to allow for 
a wider footpath on one side of the road. 

113 

I live at XX Oliver Street and have the two main bedrooms facing the road. I support the plan in general 
but please keep it road side. You cut in closer to my bedrooms right at my house so I appose that but if 
you keep it roadside, I support it. 

114 

Great initiative. However, re the existing crossing at Wilson and Oliver streets, please also include 
better visibility and early warning for motorists. Pedestrians coming down Wilson to cross are seen very 
late by cars heading north on Oliver. Visibility is impaired by existing bushes. It’s dangerous. 
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115 Looks like a great idea. Thanks 

116 

I am generally in favour of segregated cycle paths, particularly for young riders, so they can be 
encouraged to travel independently and safely. However, shared paths such as that planned have a 
number of drawbacks: mixing people on bikes and pedestrians (some with young children and/or dogs) 
can result in lots of problems and rancour towards the cyclist. This is particularly the case here where 
the road is down a hill - the speed differential between a cyclist and a walker with a pram or toddler will 
be huge. The second issue with shared paths is they stop every 50-100m or so at every cross street 
that goes down Oliver Street. Until they are given priority as if they are “on the road”, this will lead to 
significant frustration and older cyclists in particular will just use the road due to the stop/start nature of 
the journey. Younger riders may take “risks” by just crossing the roads across paths: we need to make 
it easier and more efficient to encourage people to use active transport in a safe way. Finally, the 
number of “driveways” along this route can be quite a hazard (just as it is along Old Pittwater Road in 
North Manly) with cyclists constantly fearing the inattentive driver crossing onto the “shared path” 
before turning onto the road: somehow the “junction” for the driver needs to be the “path” not the road. 
This is done in proper segregated cycle paths, making it clear the cyclist has right of way. 
 
On how these issues can be relatively easily addressed, please see examples in North Sydney and 
Cammeray where the “cycle path” is distinct from the “footpath” and the above considerations have 
resulted in a much safer co-existence between walkers, cyclists and drivers.  
 
I have read your Q&A reasons for not installing a proper cycle path. The inconvenient reality is that we 
need to reduce the space available for the car to enable proper segregated paths (perhaps by 
removing on street parking on at least one side of the street or by redesigning the road to make for 
more space. I note you also suggest that faster cyclists should stay on the road - I agree that is likely to 
happen but please bear in mind this is a bus route. Ideally, if cyclists are to use the road, they should 
not be left to fend for themselves on routes with buses and trucks. 

117 

Great idea.  
Would you consider turning the path onto Bennett St (west) and join onto existing paths at John fisher 
Park near harbourd bowling club. 
This then joins you to existing network faster connecting warringah mall,dee why ,curl curl. 

118 

Hello, I do support the initiative in theory, but request a couple of further details from the proposed plan 
please.  
1) Can we please be specific about the impact to the 'shared zone for access' to properties 51 to 57 
Bennett Street?  
2) I am concerned to read "Garden beds and vegetation planted within the public road reserve may be 
removed to allow for adequate path width" BUT there is no commitment to re-green the path. We need 
our paths to be more green (not less). Trees are absolutely necessary - providing shelter to our native 
animals, acting as a barrier to car pollutants, valuable cooling and carbon offset. Please update the 
proposal to show where you are committed to provide street greening. I for one would like a native tree 
outside my home (XX Bennett Street). 
Many thanks,  

119 

The route is heavily utilised by pedestrians and is currently not equipped to deal with the volume of 
foot, pram, scooter, bike, etc traffic safely in a 2-way direction.  
 
I feel it is critical for us to encourage active transport in our local community to keep people exercising 
& out or cars for health & environmental purposes. This would go a long way to achieve that - 
especially if it is marketed to the local community well as a health & sustainability initiative! 

120 
Yes it is a great proposal. Now bikes and pedestrians are on the same path which is dangerous for 
everyone. 

121 

Show plans from Oliver Rd and Bennett St through to Park St as we share designated  access service 
road Bennett st corner with 3 other homes and need information on proposed changes to our access 
road 

122 
Separate cycle lanes would be better, but it's a big improvement on the 1950's "only cars matter" 
mentality. 

123 
Looks like z as sensible upgrade with numbers of school children and parents increasing at the 
schools. 

124 

Visibility entering Oliver Street from Raffo Lane is already poor - with bikes travelling at some speed 
along a new cycle way would add to that. If a mirror or similar could be installed at the Oliver st/Raffo 
lane junction as part of this that would be fantastic 

125 

I do support the proposed shared path, but I am disappointed the council has chosen not to address 
the crossing of Oliver St at the Brighton St junction (where there have been 2 serious accidents in the 
last year or so), and also the crossing of Bennett St near Park St. There is currently no safe place to 
cross from that side of the road to the proposed shared path. 
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I have been assured that these crossings would be changed as they are currently non compliant, so it 
would seem sensible to have these also included in this plan. 

126 Dont think it’s necessary, there is a perfect path on both sides of the street 

127 

This is great news. The one problem our family has is there is no safe way to cross Wyndora when 
you’re on the eastern side of Oliver st.  
We live on Oliver st and walk to Jacka Park daily. The cars come through the roundabout fast and my 
kids have to look 4 directions to know when it’s safe to cross to get to the park.  
The new proposal shows a crossing on the opposite side of Windora. This is also useful for school kids 
however it doesn’t help all the family’s that live on the Jacka park side of Oliver St. 

128 Fully support proposal to make bike riding safer on our area 

129 

Being a pedestrian is dangerous enough without the 5% of cyclists moving very fast with no regard for 
anyone else, hammering past without warning (Bell? What bell?). I’ve been hit once and have had 
more close shaves than I care to remember.  
 
And then there is the problem of cars leaving drives. Fast bikes and slow cars, often reversing, just do 
not mix.  
 
If you are going to make provision for cyclists (which I wholeheartedly support, btw), do it properly with 
a separate bike lane. Stop trying to do it on the cheap. And do not leave pedestrians hostage to the 5% 
of cyclists who are a danger to the rest of us. 

130 
The government should stop wasting tax payer dollars on unnecessary projects. 
It would be more beneficial to reduce income taxes than fund this unnecessary project. 

131 

Good afternoon, 
I strongly support this proposed shared path. It will be a great benefit to provide safer cycling and 
pedestrian access between Freshwater Village, local residents and importantly the local primary 
schools. We have two primary aged children and this will allow them to walk/cycle more readily to 
Harbord Public from our home in Palomar Pde, with associated health and environmental benefits with 
us being able to drive less. 
Thanks 

132 I’m for as many bike paths as possible. 

133 Fantastic initiative to deliver safer commuting for pedestrians and cyclists. 

134 

There is not even a single footpath on Curl Curl Pde, which essentially links Harbord Public School with 
South Curl Curl beach and is used as a thoughfair from Brighton St to the beach front. The absence of 
a footpath on Curl Curl Pde forces all pedestrians including young children and parents with prams on 
to a busy road to access the beach front. Perhaps before upgrades are considered as proposed, basic 
infrastructure should be provided to nearby streets for the safety (especially of children) and all 
pedestrians. 

135 

the concept plan doesn't seem to show the removal of trees. We have cycle way on the road, I'd prefer 
to see slower speeds and cycles there rather than a bunch of cyclists at speed on a shared path with 
pedestrians. You also know that all the trees will be removed and we really cannot afford to lose any 
more. Some of the trees along that path are decent shade trees  

136 
Shared off road cycling is good for adults too. The roads are too dangerous for casual riders who don’t 
want to be hit by cars. 

137 Need a safe bike path for kids from freshwater to curl curl so this is great! Thanks 

138 A great initiative and long overdue 

139 

Looks great, could you please include a pedestrian crossing at the end of the bike path at John Fisher 
park (dog park)….kids get stuck in the middle of the road all the time trying to get across to the 
beach….also people crossing from one dog park to the other, it’s very busy with lots of people moving 
through the bike path to the beach. 

140 I think it's long overdue 

141 

This would be a great improvement especially for pedestrians. I love trees but safety is even more 
important. 2.5 meters is probably minimum width for a shared path and should not be any narrower at 
any point. Hopefully there won't be any tight curves. Can cause dangerous situations. 

142 
I am generally supportive of any initiative to encourage more and safer bicycle use and pedestrian 
activity 

143 
Shared path much safer than bike lanes in the road. Most cyclists are respectful of pedestrians when 
passing. 

144 

Cyclists are not often polite travellers. 
They almost always have ear buds going so don't hear others 
Freshwater has a great many young families 
Oliver Street is very busy with local pedestrians given proximity to shops and schools and church - kids 
are always walking in packs, mothers with prams etc. 
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A legitimised shared footpath will be dangerous. 
The footpath shown in the picture is misleading - it's not all THAT wide right along the route. 

145 
Bike riders can be ignorant of people dogs and prams - bikes should have designated cycle ways away 
from walkers! 

146 

Awesome! Great initiative, definitely needed. :-).  
 
I have a very high preference for the Safer Crossing Road Treatments to be of the “Raised Pedestrian 
and Cycleway Priority Crossing (Kalinya Street, Newport)” type if possible. This is to help ensure that 
the cars barrelling down the side streets towards Oliver St slow down well before the intersection and 
make it safer for families crossing those streets. 

147 
Shared paths are a great idea, but bike riders must stick to a safe speed, and ring a bell or a nice walk 
turns into  a worrying one 

148 Too many blind driveways exiting into proposed path. Bike belong on the road. 

149 

Shared paths should have speed limits, which are enforced. The Council's FAQs states "Shared paths 
provide a safe passage for people wanting to ride at low speeds. The road is still available for those 
wanting to cycle at higher speeds." I suggest a reasonable speed limit is 10km per hour.  
Cyclists on shared paths should be required to use a proximity warning device, when passing a 
pedestrian in either direction. 
I suggest elevated video-cameras be installed to support compliance measures and general public 
safety. 

150 

I am not a big fan of shared path through residential areas. With numerous road crossings and even 
more driveways, there is still a significant risk for cyclists. The only reason to support this particular 
proposal is the vicinity of HPS and the prospect to encourage more students to cycle to school. This 
should be accompanied by pressure on HPS to allow all students to cycle to school.  
As for myself, I am unlikely to use that shared path once completed. It is too dangerous and slow when 
going out for some sports or errands. I'd rather stay on the road, where I pose less of a risk or 
inconvenience for the pedestrians and where hazards are more predictable. 

151 
Well planned new and upgraded bike routes, which will further enhance connectivity via an expanded 
NB network. 

152 
Great concept please build it for our amenity. A contiguous route along the northern beaches is what 
we should achieve for our community.  My children will use it. 

153 
This is long overdue improvement to suppprt cycling safety. I ride this route with my children and a path 
like this really needed to exist 10 years ago. 

154 

I think its fantastic that the Council is investing in a greener and more contemporary way of life by 
promoting cycling and walking over driving. Its dangerous and difficult to ride through freshwater so I 
am very supportive of and excited by this initiative. 

155 

Having more infrastructure for cycling is always a great idea. Kids and families  could go safely from 
Freshwater to Curl Curl and having it separate from the road also seems sensible given cars tend to go 
very fast on this road. 

156 

Bennett st already has a cycle path. The cannibalising of the road adversely affects safe street parking 
on a busy very active road and safe pedestrian traffic on paths. We have many local residents who 
park their cars on the road which will be highly disrupted. What we need is a safe zebra crossing 
across Bennett St at the Adam St connection. We cannot get to Curl Curl Primary without risking lives. 
At moment cars travel at over 50km down the street. We totally reject this disruption which will make 
walking on the sidewalk unsafe with fast moving bikes.  Keep the bikes on the road and within the bike 
lane already there. Do not do this to our street!!! Resident of Bennett St Curl Curl! 

157 

Hello. I have a major safety concern with the shared path. Outside our house, there is 2.6ms between 
our fence-line and the tree that is part of the nature strip on Oliver Street. Given that the shared path 
will not see the removal of trees this means the path, which is going to be 2.5m wide, will come to 
within 10cms of our fenceline. By implication, this also means that bikes heading North, ie towards Dee 
Why, will come very close to the entrance to our frontyard. They will also be going relatively fast as our 
section of Oliver Street (between Wyadra and Brighton) is downhill. To get a car out of our frontyard we 
will have to drive/reverse out blind and very slowly, relying completely on cyclists seeing us coming out. 
There will only be a short distance (that 10cms mentioned earlier) before the front or rear of our cars 
will be on the shared path. By that time the vehicle driver will still not be in a position to see cyclists on 
the path and will be completely reliant on the observational skills of the cyclists to spot us coming out. 
This is of particular concern as youngsters/teenagers don't always pay full attention to their safety. 
Bikes currently use the footpath but there is a distance of 70/80cms between the fence line and the 
path, so the car is much more obviously 'pulling out' and visible to people/cyclists on the path. In 
planning the shared path I can only presume the above issue hasn't been considered. Now that it's 
been raised, you really do need to consider the potential implications for the physical safety of local 
residents, particularly young cyclists. Thanks. 
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158 

Whilst I understand the concept of shared paths - the situation across many footpaths is a total 
disgrace with many cyclists using footpaths instead of bicycle lanes. I regularly see older people having 
to step off footpaths into the road to make way for bicycles, same with mothers with prams and then 
dog walkers just had the total confusion.....so why do we build bicycle lanes when most bikes are on 
the footpaths....seriously it’s a joke! 

159 

The pathway and nature strips are too narrow to provide a safe and effective shared path. We already 
have bike lanes m arked on the road ways and they should be utilised. 
The existing paths are used by residents with babies in prams, dogs on leashes and people with 
children under 8 on bikes.  We do not need to add middle aged cyclists and/or cyclists older than 8 
years of age. 

160 Great move 

161 We need more walking paths and bike paths to help keep our kids safe! 

162 

I'm not comfortable with mixing family bike riding and cars on main driving roads. when you already 
have a bike path on Curl curl beach front. 
Have you considered a dedicated path up and over the hill and away from the existing main roads- eg 
carlton st and up over corella st, down past the school and the reserve that has steps(make it a winding 
path) and then to adams / stewart and to the park. This takes the kids up to the school away from fast 
cars and buses. Or why not invest in the existing scenic bike path you already have on Carrington 
parade and past to the lovely beach and past south and north curl curl using the existing bike path that 
hardly gets used anyway. 
 
I would not ride with my young family on the path your thinking and the amount of work you propode vs 
already having a bike path on the beach front.  
 
We live on stewart ave and any work you can do to slow the cars at the corner into the netwall courts 
would be great. Also stop netball parents parking on both sides of the corner and additionally dropping 
off douuble parking over the cars on the corner would be great. 

163 As long as there are safe crossings 

164 

I think this is a really good plan. Love how you bring the bike paths in and move the cars out. This 
makes way more sense then the current situation. 
I take my bike with my son every day to Freshwater and was always wondering why it is like that. Now 
you change it good on you. 
Can you plan on a save crossing to Jacka Park? This would be great as there are lots of Families that 
go there. 

165 

I cycle and walk and we need more eductaion for cyclist on being safe around pedestrians. Too often 
cyclist will expect pedestrians to keep out their way. a bell is good but does not provide the right to 
raide close to pedestrians at speed. 

166 

The upgrades to intersections will be welcomed.  At the Lawrence and Dowling Street intersection 
adjacent to the shared path route there is currently no crossing treatments.  This is a popular 
pedestrian and biking route also and a similar crossing treatment at this location would be great also.  
Thanks 

167 

Shared paths don't really work for pedestrians as they become very hazardous for walking on which will 
become worse as more people are encouraged to ride on them. Perhaps only provide a shared path 
where another parallel pedestrian only path is available such as on the other side of the road. I have 
walked and ridden on shared paths but am concerned that as more people use them they are 
becoming unduly hazardous for both pedestrians and bike riders. 

168 

Shared paths are supported only where there is no option to provide separate bike paths. Shared paths 
are not ideal. Shared paths: 
1. Are dangerous to cyclists and pedestrians and are not recommended by the Pedestrian Council.  
2. Do not allow bike traffic to flow consistently. It is necessary to slow constantly to avoid driveways, 
bus stops, pedestrians (who frequently do not keep left).  
3. Do not encourage bike commuting as they do not allow consistent speed to allow for appropriate 
commuting times. In addition they are unlikely to remove cyclists who are exercising from the road, 
again as they do not allow for the same speed and constant flow of a roadway.  
 
The Northern Beaches is blessed with wide roads by Sydney standards, particularly in the Freshwater, 
Curl Curl suburbs. Additionally, almost all housing in these areas has off road parking, and there is 
sufficient street parking in areas like Abbott Road to remove some parking and allow for a properly 
separated bike path. If this can be achieved in busy cramped streets in the City of Sydney, there is no 
reason why the Northern Beaches Council with all its advantages cannot provide a proper separated 
bike network. 
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169 

Will more streets be included? 
A few years ago I suggested Stirgess and Stewart. High traffic spirt days.  Lots of kids and bikes on 
road because no path. 

170 

I understand there is more room on the west side of Oliver street for the bike path but it's on the wrong 
side for the section between Harbord Public, St John the Baptist school up to Freshie shops.  
Kids come barrelling out of Harbord over the pedestrian crossing on Wyadra then down the east side of 
Oliver St. Then a safe crossing over Wyuna down to Wyndora for the most dangerous crossing in the 
area. Then across the pedestrian crossing to the north, or most kids keep on going down to Freshie 
shops on the east side. 
I think it's going to be hard to transition kids to crossing over both sets of lights at the cross streets of 
Wyuadra and Oliver, then making 3 quite dangerous crossings before getting to the same pedestrian 
crossing outside St Johns. On the other side they only have to make 1 dangerous crossing and no 
lights. 
I really do think just this section between the schools and up to Freshie shops needs to be on the east 
side of the road. I think you may not see much use if you if you continue on the west side. You do have 
to cross over anyway at the end of this section to continue on up to Queenscliff so it may as well be at 
Harbord school. It's also one less crossing to have to do as Johnson St doesn't cross Oliver St. 

 

171 

I have concerns particularly regarding the raised Safer Road Crossings, particularly where they are 
proposed right on a roundabout (Oliver and:  Wyndora, as well as Soldiers).  Oliver and Wyndora is a 
particularly intersection and would be dangerous if stranded when in the roundabout.  Both crossings 
should justify traffic lights - there are lots of accidents.  Soldiers Ave is very dangerous crossing - low 
visibility on entry to roundabout.  
I am also concerned about the loss of more green space to put down more concrete paths.  is there 
really that many people who ride bikes along Oliver St? 

172 

Because young to middle aged cyclists usually in lycra treat these cycleways as racetracks with no 
regard for pedestrians ,it is dangerous for young kids and dog walkers .  
The track shared cycleway around narrabeen lake is  a prime example before covid these cyclists 
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would use the track like a time trial expecting everybody to get out of their way , the sheer volume of 
foot traffic at the moment with covid has actually made the walk safer 

173 

For the safety of àll users, Council should consider stepping away from 'shared' paths throughout the 
LGA - they are mostly gar too narrow - instead, we need dedicated paths for pedestrians only (often 
walking with their little ones and/or their dogs, or are elderly - who all too often venture on 'wrong' side 
of the path) and we also need separate safe paths for cyclists (who tend to speed past pedestrians, 
rarely ringing their bells) - both pedestrians ànd cyclists need to learn proper path use courtesy - I have 
read and understand / appreciate your FAQ notes re separate cycleways but still believe separate 
paths is safest option by far 

174 

Let me preface this by saying, I frequent this route on my bicycle up to four times a day during week 
days when taking my son to/from day care. I come from Manly and cycle to/from Brookvale.  
 
This part of the route is is my second least favourite part of this cycle route (first is the dire cycling 
infrastructure around Brookvale), so I'm excited to have it see improved. 
 
I find the current part concerning as it's just a line drawn on the road, which is generally not safe, and 
there's a big risk of a driver or car passenger opening the door right into where you are going. So this 
the proposal seems mostly to be a big improvement, especially about making it now friendly for children 
to cycle, too. 
 
However, having a shared path between pedestrians and cyclists can be dangerous, too, as 
pedestrians can be slow and unpredictable. And from the proposed mock-ups it still seems like a car 
passenger or driver could open their door in your phase. Also being behind parked cars can be 
dangerous when there's a road crossing as parked cars (especially the big SUVs these days) can 
obscure you from the view of drivers on the road. The many and busy side streets here make this 
especially dangerous. Even more so, around Harbour Public School there's significant foot traffic, so 
having cyclists wanting to just pass while having the footpath busy with children and parents, will add a 
big delay, and inconvenience for cyclists along this route. 
 
I would really love to see a dedicated two-way cycle lane, that's only for cyclists, and with no on-street 
parking one either side. Yes, as the FAQ points out that this would lead to removal of on-street parking, 
but it would be a huge benefit and encouragement for people to cycle more along this route, and 
important connection. Drivers already have so much space dedicated to them. If we want to move to a 
future that encourages more active mobility, you have to make more space for it, and give it the best! 
 
Nevertheless, I'm in favour as it's better than the current situation. 

175 

Hi 
 
This is a great idea that will make it easier for bike riders to move about the suburbs. 
 
Lets make it happen so that families can get out and about on their bikes safely. 

176 

You must prohibit e bikes from using these paths and make it clear that cyclists give way to 
pedestrians. These are serious safety risks which will be exacerbated by making these paths more 
‘roadlike’. 

177 
This is so badly needed. Please do it as soon as possible but please make the safe road crossings the 
best possible such as the one with the raised crossing. People must take priority over vehicles! 

178 

There is an existing cycle path and I suspect you will be removing the grass alongside the pavement for 
the shared path. COVID has brought out the cyclists and they ride on the footpath when there is a 
dedicated cycle lane and it is often dangerous to people walking their dogs, or just walking on their 
own. 
I am a cyclist and I am a firm believer that you have to learn to ride on the road. You have an existing 
cycle path. Please retain it and leave the pavement for walkers. 

179 

I support the plan - but can we also make it like the Dutch do and prioritise pedestrians/cyclists as the 
path crosses roads. In Holland this done by creating a speed bump for cars by raising the height of the 
road to that of the footpath/cycle way. I have seen too many close calls where young kids are 
concentrating on the ramp down, while cars are turnings at speed.  The speed hump slows down the 
cars and makes it safer for all. 

180 

Tree treatment needs to cater for a person on a bicycle. Some of the lower-hanging branches will need 
to be removed. The priority of pedestrians over bike riders needs to be clearly sign posted. Are bike 
riders allowed to ride on a road if there is a dedicated bike path next to the road? This needs to be 
made clear. 

181 Love cycling so love this initiative. 

182 Improvements to roads and paths to facilitate safer cycling is a huge benefit for all. 
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183 Already to much road traffic and congestion for cars.  Not enough bicycle traffic to warrant this! 

184 

Where will you take the extra space from? Will you take it from the nature strip or from the road or from 
peoples front yards or all 3 ??  
The way bike riders speed past pedestrians children will be at risk walking out their front gates or 
chasing a ball onto the footpath , footpaths should be a safe place for people to walk on   not bike 
riders , it's a terrible idea .. 

185 great idea to keep everyone safe 

186 I would like to see the detailed plans/ drawings once they are complete 

187 
I live on Oliver St, Freshwater. My only concern relates to the protection of all trees along the pathway, 
and ensuring their roots systems are not jeopardised. 

188 

I absolutely support new and improved bicycle infrastructure. However, Oliver Street already appears to 
have painted bike lanes on the road, therefore rather than mixing bicycles and pedestrians, why not 
instead push the vehicle parking out and instal a safe cycling lane separated on the road side with a 
barrier, and by the trees on the pedestrian side. This would reduce the speed of vehicles on the street 
(by narrowing the lanes, and provide a safer path for cyclists and pedestrians. 

189 
Great to see these paths extending to a usable network, keeping kids and recreational riders off the 
road and safer 

190 

Excellent idea.  It's currently really dangerous for cyclists on Oliver Street.  I've stopped riding my bike 
from Nth Curl Curl to Freshwater, as I no longer feel safe riding on the road.  The increased traffic since 
covid (everyone at home, increased local traffic) has made the beachside roads dangerous for cyclists. 

191 In favour of new cycle shared paths for safe cycle usage of all family members. 

192 

The community needs a safer route for families and to encourage them to ride (we love to ride but 
haven't felt safe doing so on the local streets). I hope it can be made sufficiently wide as it will be 
extremely busy / congested on mornings / afternoons by school kids at various speeds. 
 
Would really like to see the path also extend to Freshwater Beach. We would prefer to ride as car 
parking is so difficult but there is no safe way to cross busy roads - particularly near Soldiers Ave and 
across Albert St towards the beach. (also lots more bike parking needed).  
 
I would particularly love to see more gardens and greenery incorporated along the streets to enhance 
community feel. Please see streets of City of Sydney (eg Surry Hills) for excellent examples of bike 
paths and greenery. Oliver Street in is extremely barren, hot and unshaded as kids walk to and from 
school.  
 
Prefer Example 1 (raised and painted crossing) for safety.  
 
Thank you for your work - a shared bike path will be an amazing enhancement for the community. 

193 

Please consider an additional safe crossing across Oliver Street at Wyndora to facilitate safe access 
to/from Jacka Park.  This is a popular cut-through and desire-line for people heading to the beach.  I’d 
encourage you to undertake a site visit towards the end of school days to see how many children cycle 
through the park. 

194 Looks great and a much safer option 

195 

Oliver street is dangerous, especially between Brighton St and Wyadra Ave. cars travel very fast down 
this straight stretch of road. There have been a number of accidents and a fatality at Brighton at and 
Oliver street intersection. Car calming devices need to be installed. Pedestrian and bike track is a great 
idea, council just needs to consider the increased pedestrian activity will increase the road rust if 
something is mot done to calm the traffic down. 

196 

The proposed shared path in the last two photos of the Freshwater streets are definitely too narrow for 
such activities. 
In general, more thought must be given for bike riding on existing pathways. 
Accidents to mature adults are inevitable on such narrow shared pathways, so compulsory registration 
of bikes are required before bike riding on paths is permitted. 

197 

I understand there is more room on the west side of Oliver street for the bike path but it's on the wrong 
side for the section between Harbord Public, St John the Baptist school & up to Freshie shops.  
Kids come barrelling out of Harbord over the pedestrian crossing on Wyadra then down the east side of 
Oliver St. Then  cross over Wyuna down to Wyndora for the most dangerous crossing in the area.  
Then across the pedestrian crossing to the north, most kids keep on going down to Freshie shops on 
the east side but some diverge at Jacka park to head east. 
 
I think it's going to be hard to transition kids to crossing over both sets of lights at the cross streets of 
Wyadra and Oliver, then making 3 quite dangerous crossings before getting to the same pedestrian 
crossing outside St Johns. On the other side they only have to make 1 dangerous crossing and no 
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lights. 
I really do think just this section between the schools and up to Freshie shops needs to be on the east 
side of the road. I think you may not see much use if you if you continue on the west side.  
You do have to cross over anyway at the end of this section to continue on up to Queenscliff, so it may 
as well be at Harbord school. It's also two less crossings to have to do as Johnson St and Surfers Pde 
don't cross Oliver St. 

198 

Good idea and I commend council for all of the shared paths being placed. 
At intersection of Bennett and Adams can you make the NO STOPPING area more visible. It is 
constantly being occupied by vehicles which make the intersection and crossing dangerous. There are 
many pedestrians using this crossing. Also, speed of traffic along Bennett and Adams I estimate 10 to 
20% not obeying 50kmh limit. 
Years ago we planted watergums along Bennett Street which are doing well however not so well on the 
northern side which has terrible soil. Can some more watergums be professionally placed along 
Bennett and Adams. 

 
199 Excellent idea. Will encourage my kids to ride more and I'll know they're a lot safer when they're riding. 

200 

I am in favour of shared pathways but I really wish cyclists would warn pedestrians by ringing their bell 
when approaching from behind.  Many times I have been completely unaware of when a cyclist is going 
to overtake me until they pass by, sometimes far too close.   A cyclist should take into consideration 
that the pedestrian walking in front of them may veer slightly off course, particularly if the person is 
elderly, and should give a warning that they are overtaking and allow plenty of room.   I would expect 
this as a common courtesy.  I am happy to move aside for the cyclist if warned prior to be overtaken. 

201 Fully support 

202 
Educate bike riders to slow down when passing pedestrians and ring bell when  
Coming from behind 

203 
This is a great idea,  I 100% support this idea. It will be a great way to get around the area with kids 
safety on a bike and or scooters. Also would add a nice walking path for everyone. 

204 

How about sharing the pedestrian traffic from bicycles/scooters and skateboards so that they are on 
opposing directions.  This way, pedestrians would no longer have to have eyes in the back of their 
heads to know that there is something more mobile coming from behind.  This is an issue because 
bicycles and other mobile devices travelling at a greater speed than pedestrians AND do so WITHOUT 
warning (i.e mainly fail to use bells to warn pedestrians of their presence from behind.) 
 
This would be in line of how pedestrians are advised when walking on roadways.  This should apply to 
ALL shared footpaths. 

205 It would be great - I'll probably get my bike out!! 

206 

Add safer crossings, yes, but there is no need to widen the paths. Instead: 1) make all paths legal to 
cycle on by anyone. Make all paths legal for motorised scooters, Segways etc. Keep pedestrians as 
having right of way. 2) Get rid of the on-street parking and make into shared pedestrian and cycle lane. 
Effectively stop prioritising cars on roads. There's something wrong when many households feel they 
need to have 4+ vehicles. 

207 Excellent idea, safer for all especially the bicyclists 

208 
As a pedestrian I find shared cycle and pedestrian ways endangers the pedestrian. Cyclists seem to 
see these paths as principally their domain. 
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209 

OPPOSE IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS.  
Mingling cyclists with pedestrians is extremely unsafe for all pedestrians, but is especially unsafe for 
children and for less mobile pedestrians.  All bike riders travel at speeds that cause serious / critical 
injuries to pedestrians but with no / minimal injury to the cyclist when they collide.  Put bicycles on 
footpaths and you will make it impossible for children, young teenagers and elderly to walk anywhere 
safely by themselves. 
Keep bicycles on the road where they belong - bicycles now have sufficient safeguards built into the 
road rules to protect them. 
The goal must always be ABSOLUTELY NO LOSS OF TREES. Trees provide essential habitat for 
native birds and every single tree must be protected.  Incremental removal of trees is always wrong. 

210 

I think its a bad accident ready to happen. Paths will be too close to driveways especially on Oliver 
street between Wyuna and Wyadra avenue. This is a busy walking route for children to and from 
school. A lot of young kids walk this route by themselves. Being so close to driveways cars will not see 
children when reversing out of their driveways and kids will not have long enough to react to a car 
reversing out. Bennett street would be a hazard too taking out the bike lane and moving cars closer to 
the middle of the road, when a driver or right back passenger gets out of your car parked on the road 
you will be likely struck by a car or bus. 

211 

Far too dangerous, the amount of times I have been walking along minding my business and a bike 
rider comes up behind me and nearly runs me over are too numerous to count ! They fly along the path 
and with the traffic noises , you can’t hear them . Not all bike riders ring their bells !!  
Kids on bikes have no idea about sharing and adults think they own the path and ride a t breakneck 
speeds . The elderly and infirm have no chance. 

212 

Mixing pedestrians , especially little children and the elderly , with bicycle paths is a Plan almost 
designed to cause injuries as a result of collisions 
When roads intersect the pathways eg outside MBC the carpark in Kenneth Road there is a serious 
accident just waiting to happen.. 
Please separate  road users from Pavement pedestrians. 

213 

There is a real safety issue with cyclists not dismounting at pedestrian crossings. As a driver obeying 
the speed limits I see a crossing clear ahead, only for a cyclist doing the same speed on a footpath 
coming up from my rear ( out of my sight) to turn in front of me without slowing down or stopping. Often 
these cyclysts have children riding pilion. The number of near misses I have experienced distresses 
me, and is a fatality waiting to happen. A pedestrian crossing is just that. Not simply an extension of a 
cycleway where it is assumed a driver has seen them, realised their intention to cross, and is able to 
stop to avoid collision. 

214 Safer for cyclists and safer for drivers. 

215 

We reside at X Adams Street Curl Curl however the entrance to our property is on Park Street and the 
proposal has the bike path running in front of our front gate. We strongly oppose this proposal as there 
is an existing path that already exists on the Western side of the street. Why would you not just expand 
that existing path as you have done along the rest of the proposed route. You have two unnecessary 
road crossings and also two telegraph poles on the eastern side of the road. The existing path on the 
western side is fine and can be extended around some trees as is proposed on Bennet and Oliver 
Streets. We see no reason whatsoever to change the side the path runs along as it is a known path 
which people currently use to connect to the park. 

216 Exciting and needed initiative. Fully supportive 

217 This would make it a lot safer for children travelling to the 2 primary schools. 

218 it will improve pedestrian and bike access 

219 

Hi there. I support bike lanes where they do not impact the roadway, cars and parking. 
In teh instance of this proposal, I am generally supportive, however, i do see some quite significant 
issues with busy road crossings. 
Of most significance to our hoem location, there are very busy street crossings at the corner of Adams/ 
Bennet St, Adams/ Park Street and across Park St/ Stewart Ave. 
The Park St/ Stewart Ave proposaed crossiong is in an area which is used a lot by patrons of the 
Bowling Cluvb, netballers and users of teh park. Vehicles alraedy rush through here, and there have 
been quite a few close calls with children and vehicles along this strtech, as vehicles already cut teh 
corner here when turning right from Park St onto Stewart Ave. there will be an accident here at some 
stage soon, with vehicles cutting teh corner. 
I hope that these concerns are taken into considewration in any design. 
 
many thanks 

220 I strongly support this initiative to keep our children safe. 

221 Encouraging exercise with Wider pathways for both bicycles and walking is always a good initiative. 

222 Fantastic!  Keep up the good work!! 
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223 Great idea. 

224 

I live in Wyuna Avenue Freshwater and I am a regular runner who regularly uses this stretch of 
footpath.  
It never ceases to amaze me the number of times I have to step off the footpath for my own safety as a 
cyclist comes rocketing past me no bell no excuse me.  
The bikes come towards me or up behind me so fast I know it is only a matter of time before I get hit.  
There is a bike lane along the road but no one uses it.  
I am definitely in favour of the shared path simply because it will be a wider path and safer for those on 
foot. The wider the footpath the less chance you have of a cyclist hitting you.  
 
Two requests. In Queenscliff at the lagoon a path upgrade has just been completed. The concrete is 
white and this really helps with visability of the path at night particularly if street lighting is poor as it is in 
Oliver street on the Western side. My eye sight is very poor and the white concrete colouring really 
helps. 
 
Also the corner of Oliver street and Bennett street Curl Curl concerns me.  
The visability at that corner is very poor. If you were walking or riding towards that corner from any 
direction your view of oncoming pedestrians or bikes is completely  obstructed by a hedge and the 
fence of the house on the corner.  
If these can not be altered to improve visability mirrors may need to be installed at the corner to give 
pedestrians a chance to check if a bike is approaching before stepping out from behind the hedge or 
fence. 

225 
Suggest making Bennett’s and Adam st 40 km/h with speed bumps and include safe zebra crossing @ 
Griffin Rd to the beach. 

226 
Great plan to improve safety for our children and other users!  
Suggest including an option for extension of a footpath all the way to Travers Rd along Stewart. 

227 

Bikes and pedestrians should never use he same thoroughfare, as many bikers disregard pedestrian 
and dog safety by speeding and not ringing their bells. Pedestrians cannot enjoy their walks as they are 
having to constantly look behind them for speeding bikes. 
 
Bells on bikes should be mandatory as well as bike registration. 

228 

I would suggest some skate-able features along some of the paths and the inclusion of some pump 
track style features for bicycles, skateboards & scooters. 
 
This would make the paths innovative and unique, where space is available. 
 
B and D off shoots shaped like sketches attached for all pathways and cycleways. 
 
One group not considered is disabled in wheelchairs and what a thrill they get when taken over such 
features. 
 
Happy to provide further information and assistance 

229 

I am not sure why that side of Oliver has been chosen as using the Eastern side would mean 5 less 
intersections to cross. It could also help create a proper pedestrian crossing at Parj which would help 
address the my next point. 
 
If the Western side is the chosen side, then there needs to be crossings from the eastern side of Oliver 
in order for residents on that side of the road to be able to access the pathway. There are several 
attempts of this at Brighton St and Park Street but both of these are a death-trap.. literally. 
 
I also think the "Safer Road Crossing Treatment" needs to be updated to have some sort of yellow 
zone painted on the road, as this reminds cars that 1. They should not park across it if possible (i.e if a 
car is already waiting at the intersection) and 2. That people and bikes are possibly close to this area. 

230 This will be a great addition to the shared path network. 

231 Great initiative. Will be well used. 

232 
Appropriate cycle lanes already exist on the road and shared paths of this width would create more risk 
for pedestrians, even with widening. 

233 

Brilliant to see a safe bicycle and walking route from the village to the school. We walk our 3 children 
everyday along this route so we’re very pleased to see this proposal. Please put safe crossings on 
each of the roads that the path crosses. This is currently quite a problem with walking and riding to 
school. 

234 
I am very supportive of the proposed share path.  
Please upgrade the the pedestrian crossing on Oliver St, at St John The Baptist Church & School. 
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235 

I have written on behalf of Bicycle NSW.  As a local resident, I'd like to support Bicycle NSW's 
advocacy for a separated cycle path on this key district route that passes 2 primary schools and 
connects with shared paths to 2 high schools, North Curl Curl PS, the beach, sport facilities and the 
shops at Freshwater and North Curl Curl. 
  
Shared paths have many issues - the conflict between people walking and cycling, which will get worse 
as population and active travel increase; the loss of verges, vegetation and, in some instances, mature 
trees; the uncomfortable pinch points caused by bus stops, power poles and retained trees.  
Importantly, no attempt is made to change the dial on car use when bicycles are squeezed into 
pedestrian spaces.  By leaving the road between the kerbs as the unchallenged domain of private cars, 
with wide vehicle lanes and ample parking, car travel is encouraged, unsafe speeds are common and 
the modal shift needed to meet climate, health and liveability imperatives may not occur. 
 
It is time to have brave discussions with the community about changes to parking and street space.  
The cycle path should be trialled using pop-up methods.  Other pop-ups in Sydney have attracted 
community support and huge increases in ridership. Permanant installation can follow. 
 
I encourage you to look at moving the cycle path to the eastern side of Oliver Street to reduce conflict 
with driveways and side streets. It would then make sense for the path to connect with the Dowling 
Street shared path via the lane way between the Telstra building and the bottle shop. 

236 

I strongly oppose this plan.  My main concern is safety for the part of the plan on Oliver Street between 
Wilson Street and Soldiers Avenue.   
 
Residents of properties along this street have to reverse cars out of their properties onto the street.  
Having a shared path so close to homes, many with fences, will surely be dangerous.  It will be difficult 
for drivers to see cyclists moving at speed so close to the back of their cars as they reverse out of their 
properties and an accident would only be a matter of time.  Also, given the proposed path is separated 
from the street by a few metres unlike the existing bike path, drivers may have to stop part way over the 
proposed path as they look out for cars approaching on their street - which could lead to cyclists 
running into cars or slamming on their brakes if moving at speed. 
 
There is already a perfectly good footpath and cycle way on this section of this street.  If a shared path 
is desired instead of the existing paths (although I’m not sure why - given the existing paths function 
just fine) I’d request that one of those is utilised rather than this strip of land immediately in front of 
driveways.  
 
Also, the plan is not clear on whether the existing foot path and bike lane with remain - if it is kept, it will 
be a nightmare to reverse cars out of these properties as there will be so many spots to check.  On the 
other hand if they are removed, a lot of people who use the walk ways will be in danger cyclists 
swooping passed them - which I think would be particularly distressing for older and disabled people. 
 
I urge you to not proceed with this proposal as it relates to this section of Oliver Street. 

237 

This is far too short sighted to simply convert footpaths into shared cycleways. This has been done 
throughout manly and it hasn't worked it at all it makes walking dangerous and cycling impossible. 
 
There is an existing cycleway along oliver st. Spend the money on an educational campaign to educate 
users of the road to make it safer for cyclists. 

238 

Oliver St Freshwater already has a bike lane on the road. This footpath area has an extremely high 
pedestrian presence, especially during the school drop off and pick up times. A shared pathway would 
compromise the safety of the pedestrians using this area. I have first hand experience of nearly being 
run over by push bikes in this area. Has any consideration been given to the major bus stop near the 
corner of Oliver St and Wyadra Ave? This bus stop is utilised by all age groups. It appears bicycles are 
been given priority over pedestrian safety. 
 
The money that has been allocated for this project could be better spent elsewhere.  
Ie. providing an accessible footpath along the southern side of Harbord Park in Wyadra Ave (where 
there is angle parking). There is no pathway at all along this side of the park. During  school drop 
off/pick up, weekend sport or mid week sport training sessions, people walk on the side of the road to 
access their car. This is a real safety concern! Wyadra Ave is a high traffic area with cars, buses and 
trucks funnelled into this street due to the traffic lights on Harbord Rd and Oliver St. I am sure the 
council's road traffic monitoring systems have recognised this as well. 
 
In conclusion, within a high pedestrian activity area, bicycles and pedestrians cannot safely co-exist on 
the one pathway, no matter the width of the pathway. 



Number Comments 

239 Please See Details In Document Attached. Thank you. 

240 A shared path will be a lot safer for cyclists. 

 
 
Submission attachments – Via Your Say  
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Hello, 
I would like to provide feedback on the proposed Curl Curl to Freshwater shared path. 
We support the plan but think the council is missing an important opportunity to provide greater 
safety to school students commuting to and from Harbord Public School. 
To ensure the safety of school children walking and riding to school, a pedestrian crossing 
should be installed across Adams/Bennett St at the Parks St intersection. That way children 
can cross safely from the John Fisher reserve on their way to/from Harbord Public School.  
The path between Harbord Public School and the John Fisher Reserve cycle path is VERY 
busy before and after school and should have increased crossing safety infrastructure installed 
as part of any project to increase pedestrian and cyclist safety on Adams/Bennet St.  
The road is very busy at School pick up and drop-off times and the existing pedestrian island is 
old and insufficient to provide children with adequate safety. We suggest upgrading this island 
AND installing a pedestrian crossing to slow traffic – which regularly exceed the 50km/h limit. 
Recent surveys have show vehicle speeds up to 180km/h on that stretch of road.  
We request the council review the crossing across Bennet/Adams St at the Park St intersection 
and install safety infrastructure as part of the Shared Path Plan. 
Regards,  
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Subject: Resident Comment - Curl Curl to Freshwater Shared Path Project 
Submitted by: XXX 
XXX Oliver Street 
Freshwater NSW 2096 
Comment: Do NOT Support The Plan 
Reasons: Not Required; 
Pedestrian Safety; 
Exposure of residents to incidents & accidents with cyclists. 
Not Required: The increased number of cyclists who will use the Oliver Street footpath will 
significantly compromise pedestrian and resident safety. 
Under existing NSW Road Traffic regulations cyclists up to the age of 16 years can 
cycle on footpaths. Also adults who are supervising young riders can also cycle on 
footpaths. Consequently the existing footpath accommodates access to the 
nominated schools and parks. 
Adult cyclists should be competent enough to cycle safely on the existing marked 
lane on Oliver Street and do not need to cycle on a footpath. I state this as a cyclist 
who transits Oliver Street comfortably and safely most days. 
We would support any improvements to the path and particularly the crossings along 
the proposed route to provide additional safety to the current legitimate cyclist users 
without the path being designated for “Shared” use. 
Pedestrian Safety: Oliver Street has a high level of mixed pedestrian traffic including parents with 
prams, 
pre-school and school children, runners and walkers (some with dogs) and more 
particularly elderly. The proposed shared path will significantly increase the number 
of cyclists passing these pedestrians with a consequent increased risk to their safety. 
The proposal assumes that cyclists on the shared path will travel slowly. This will not 
be the case as is often witnessed now with current cycle traffic. 
Pedestrians should also be entitled to use the footpath in a relaxed fashion without 
their safety being compromised and having to continuously watch for and avoid 
cyclists. 
Resident Access: The proposed shared path will be closer to the property fence line. This will reduce 



the visibility for the drivers exiting properties until their vehicle is protruding well onto 
the path. This significantly increases the potential for serious injuries to the faster 
moving cyclists whose oncoming may be hidden to drivers by fences and vegetation. 
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Objection Details To Proposed Curl Curl To Freshwater Shared Path 
On Oliver Street Western Side 

19th September 2021 

 

 

Dear Northern Beaches Council, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Shared Pathway from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater Village. I appreciate the intent of the shared pathway however I respectfully request 
you review my concerns below, and a strong objection that the western side of Oliver Street is 
not the most appropriate location for this pathway. 

There Is No Need For A Development 

Pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists are already separated with a system of footpaths, cycle 
lanes, and road lanes that are already in place and working perfectly well. There is no need for 
an expensive, disruptive, and unnecessary project that will make Oliver Street worse off overall 
for everyone. 

Safety Concerns 

Pedestrians, Cyclists, Skateboarders, children, older people all using the same limited space 
is recipe for serious injury. Different speeds of travel, different mobility, no runoff areas to the 
side when large groups meet head on, You will need to remove Trees, Telegraph Poles, mature 
trees with established root systems to make a 2.5metre width pathway destroying the amenity 
and feel of the side of Western Oliver Street. 

Oliver Street Residents Cars trying to get in and out of their driveways already experience 
delays entering and exiting into Oliver Street. If you increase the foot and Cycling traffic on the 
footpath then you will increase the cognitive load on drivers and have their cars stopped 

½ way across their driveways partly blocking pedestrians and cyclists across the proposed 
pathway while they try and get into Oliver Street. 

More dangerously cars trying to re-enter their driveways from Oliver Street have to stop and 
bring traffic to halt behind them while they wait for the foot and cycle traffic to finish crossing their 
driveway before entering. This is already occurring, and a shared pathway will make this problem 
significantly worse and be an even bigger safety issue. This stops cars, buses, trucks everyone. 
This makes more pollution, frustration, causes gridlock along Oliver Street, and is incredibly 
dangerous. 

Further children don’t look for cars entering driveways from Oliver Street and often rush across 
driveways on the footpath at the last moment or have trouble stopping their bicycles in time. If 
you increase the number of people using the pathway on the western side of Oliver Street or 
encourage more people from the eastern side to use the western side, this will only lead to a 
much higher chance of serious injury or death of children at some point. 



Lastly the shared pathway is likely to be used for commercial traffic e.g. Bicycle Food Delivery 
riders as such as Deliveroo etc making it even more of a risk with their fatigue, time limits for 
delivery, and frequency of use, heavier mass bicycles and ebikes, turning it into a home- 
delivery super-highway etc. 

Our garbage bins will go out on the shared pathway on collection days, they will stick out, 
reduce usable pathway space, and be a serious risk to everyone. They are also often left tipped 
over, or half on the road and footpath after the trucks come through increasing further risks to 
pathway users. At the moment this is not a safety problem as there is a large band of grass 
between the road and the footpath acting as a buffer. 

Loss of Vegetation - Loss of Green space & Trees/ grass, footpath Gardens, & important 
streetscape qualities. Loss of Amenity – the Proposal does not regard the local character and 
amenity of the Freshwater Neighbourhood. Please see recent photos taken along West-side of 
Oliver Street, beautiful tress, plants, lavender, grass all making a walk and stroll along the 
footpath a joyful experience. This will be destroyed by a shared pathway and severely 
negatively impact all residents along Oliver Street and the local area. Please see examples of 
the beautiful current footpath gardens along the West Side of Oliver Street with photos taken 
recently: 

 



 



 

.  

  



 

 

 

Loss Of Privacy for Residents of Oliver Street 

More Foot traffic and Cyclists along Oliver Street means more people looking into the fronts of 
houses, looking into windows and front yards, less privacy for all residents along the Western 
side of Oliver Street. With Trees and vegetation removed there is less of a barrier to shield 
residents from Bus windows and public transport patrons looking into the houses along Oliver 
Street. 

Litter and Detritus Increase 

There is already an issue along Oliver Street of families, children dropping food, drink 
containers, wrappers, and dog walkers not picking up after their pets. This will only get worse as 
you try to increase numbers of people using the pathways along western Oliver Street further 
destroying the amenity and neighbourhood feel of Freshwater. 

Increased Noise Overall 

Noise generation can cause significant loss of amenity and larger numbers of pedestrians, 
groups of people, children, more bicycle bells ringing to alert pedestrians, more loud talking on 
phones as walking past, etc all adds to the ambient noise along Oliver Street for residents. 



Removal of trees and vegetation will significantly increase the road noise along Oliver Street, 
especially a bigger footpath footprint will create larger reverberation and echoes from passing 
traffic. Any decrease in vegetation will make the noise much much worse. 

Air Quality and Pollution 

Pollution will be worse, air quality worse, removal of vegetation and trees will allow more 
pollution and exhaust particles from traffic to impact residents along the Western side of Oliver 
Street. The trees and green areas act as a buffer. 

The Proposal Provided by the NBC Is Inaccurate And Misleading: 

The Photo Montages provided in the Development Proposal online are inaccurate and 
misleading. I measured several points along Oliver Street to see what 2.5 metres actually 
looked like in width and then compared them in scale to the Proposal Montages provided for the 
Proposal and discovered the images were inaccurate and very much underestimated the width 
of the shared pathway and what it will look like. 

The Proposal over-represents how much grass and vegetation, and trees, would still be 
present. The Proposal is misleading to the public as to how wide the shared pathway will look if 
completed, including in some cases the actual finished pathway would literally be a stretch of 
concrete from Residents Front Fences to the roadside with no grass or vegetation, and the 
Proposal Montage makes the Shared Pathway appear much narrower than it will actually be. 
This makes any Comments that are in support of the application based on the appearance of 
the photo Montages in the proposal moot and invalid. This discrepancy generates distrust 
towards NBC Council and the Proposal in general. 

Alternative Route 

With the Queenscliff part of the cycleway exiting at Freshwater Village why would you not 
continue through the Freshwater Village and the lovely retail strip for coffee and refreshments 
on the way and then towards Evans Street/ Lumsdaine Drive, and onto Carrington Parade for 
a World Class view. Pedestrians could take the coast walk and bicyclists the shared pathway. It 
would such a better experience for families etc to enter the Freshwater Village, and travel around 
the Diggers Headland, along South Curl Curl to the best views in the world. They can then enter 
John Fisher park or continue along to Dee Why and join the Shared pathway there. I don’t 
understand why you would direct Pedestrian and Cycle traffic along Oliver Street, there’s 
nothing of interest to see? Further, the Oliver Street pathways are very narrow in many parts 
and has pinch-points and bottle necks along the way, no safety run off areas, there will be 
serious accidents as large groups of people try to pass each other. 



 

Final Comments – Please don’t do this, you’ll destroy this lovely street and make it feel like an inner-city 
main road. This is not in the spirit, feel, or amenity of the Freshwater Neighbourhood. I strongly object to 
this proposal and do not believe this Proposal is in anyway suited to Oliver Street without severely 
negatively destroying its amenity and lovely neighbourhood feel. I also believe there are very serious 
safety impacts arising from this proposal. Thank you for your consideration of my concerns. 
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Unique submissions received – Via Email  
 
Dear Mr Gray 
 
Further to my recent email regarding the path, My daughter-in-law who 
lives at X Oliver Road, ( with three small children) while in favour of 
the path is concerned about the problem she has now backing out of her 
driveway. 
 
She hopes the designers of the path will give extra concern to the 
safety angle. 
 
With appreciation 
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I am in receipt of you letter with ref 2021/533495 and am unable to search the link to peruse the documents. 
Would you be kind enough to email me a copy of the proposal in order that I may see what is proposed or 
alternatively post a copy to me at the following address. 
 
Many thanks 
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Hi,  
 
I am a little concerned that the proposed Curl Curl to Freshwater shared path does not have enough 
space without removing trees.  
 
On Bennett street, some sections are no where near wide enough to put in 2.5m of shared path. 
 
Please could you send me a link to the detailed street plan/ diagram for Bennett Street. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I’m writing as an owner and resident of XX Bennett St, Curl Curl.  
 



 

Our residence relies on a small service road which provides access to our property. Two or three other houses rely 
on this common driveway too.  
 
With the current footpath, already our cars almost have to mount the footpath in order to turn into our driveway 
at XX Bennett St. 
If the path was widened, there would be no option but to drive along the footpath just to turn into our driveway. 
This would be a serious safety issue to pedestrians, cyclists and dogs, as well as vehicles.  
Also, it would greatly effect the basic access to our property. 
 
Perhaps the path could move to the other side of the road, before it gets to the bus stop outside 65 Bennett St? 
 
On another note, in regards to the path as a whole, it would be disappointing to lose any vegetation/grass/green 
space in place of concrete. 
 
I do not support the proposed pathway along Bennett St Curl Curl, in its current form. 
 
It would be appreciated if we could meet a council representative, in the shared access way, to discuss what the 
actual proposed plans are for that section of the path. 
 
Regards, 
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Dear Phillip, 

I am writing to you about the proposed shared path between Freshwater and Curl Curl. 

I strongly agree a path should be built and is a long time over due. It is very dangerous riding on road along Oliver 
St even with a bike lane and as such most people tend to ride on the the footpath along Oliver anyway.  

I have one suggestion on the path. Could you steer the path left on Bennett St from Oliver (if you are travelling 
north bound) then right into Stirgess St where it can meet up on the share path next to the AFL field (Weldon Oval) 
and cricket nets. This is the way a lot of people ride their bikes anyway including me when I ride my bike down 
Oliver St. 

Please submit my feedback as part of the consulation process for the new shared path.  

Regards, 
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Hi there, please find some feedback for the proposed Curl Curl to Freshwater shared bike path concept. 
The concept includes a 2.5m wide path, safer road crossing treatments, kerb realignments and improve 
connectivity to Freshwater Village, St John the Baptist  
School and Church, Harbord Public School and surrounding business. 
Details of Plan - https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/curl-curl-freshwater 
Concept Plan - https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.nthbch-
yoursay.files/6316/2926/2174/Shared_Path_-_Concept_-_Oliver_Street_-_Freshwater.PDF 
Whilst the goal of connecting local businesses, schools and amenities via a shared bike path is good, the 
current design of the plan could be improved. The purpose is to connect Freshwater Village with Schools 
and surrounding businesses so this should be paramount whilst limiting the amount of road crossings, 
number of driveways being passed and shared areas with cars for safety reasons. 

 THe purpose is to connect Freshwater Village with Schools and surrounding businesses 



 

o A better end point to the bike path would be to connect into the Bowling Club, JC’s Pizza, 
Harbord Kikoff, The AFL / Cricket Club and surrounding sporting fields and facilities 

o This would encourage better walking / cycling into a sporting areas that struggle with 
parking currently 

o It would also allow for better connection into more local businesses 
o This, like the current concept plan, also connects into the shared bike path amongst the Curl Curl 

Lagoon parklands which then provide access to sports fields, parks, the beach and other future 
planned shared bike paths 

 Avoid running along Bennet / Park st 
o The end of the bike path in Park st does not lead to any businesses or destinations, it's 

simply a connection point into the shared bike path through the Curl Curl Lagoon 
Parklands 

o Approx 23 houses with front doors and driveways along Bennet St / Park st opening onto 
the shared bike path, many from a slope upwards could be dangerous due to lack of 
visibility of passing cyclists by cars exiting or entering 

o Avoids combining a bike path with a shared private road near the crossing at Bennet st 
which would mix cars and cyclists 

o Avoids running past an extra bus stop which limits potential bike / person impacts 
o Avoids the needs of 2 road crossings (crossing Park St and then crossing Stewart st) 
o Avoids the need to widen the footpath along Bennet st and to remove the existing cycleway 

that continues along Bennet, Adams and onto Carrington Pde 
Making these modifications to improve the outcome of this plan would be simpler, connect more 
businesses and avoid potential safety issues with road crossings, shared car / bike area and crossing 
over 23 driveways. 
 
A marked up version of the concept plan is attached. 
 
Thanks 
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Hi  
 



 

I live at XX Bennett Street, Curl Curl so will be directly impacted by the changes you are proposing, so I 
have a few questions. 
 
Where you are proposing to widen the footpath, are you simply moving the path further out into the road? 
Will there be any impact to the bus stop and/or the property that sits behind it (i.e. my property)? 
 
Will you consider removing the glass panel construction of the bus stop? I still have glass behind there 
now because there have been a few incidents of people smashing them. This seems a good time to 
consider replacing this as it's not good for pedestrians or kids. Or dogs. 
 
What impact will there be from a noise perspective for the residents? It says the work will go for 6 months. 
As you know many of us work from home now which will not be possible if there are workmen out there 
with jackhammers etc  
 
Will there be any impact to parking? And will it remain a two way street? Will speed limits be impacted? 
Cars come around the bend where Bennett meets Oliver Street at an alarming speed. 
 
Thanks, 
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Northern Beaches 
Council PO Box 82 
Manly 

NSW 1655 

 

17th September 2021 

 

 

Dear Northern Beaches Council, 

 

 

RE: Curl Curl to Freshwater shared path 
 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Curl Curl to Freshwater shared 
path. Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group now in NSW for over forty-five 
years, and has over 30 affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. 

 

Our mission is to make cycling better for everyone in NSW, and we support improvements to the 
pedestrian environment and advocate for new cycling routes that incorporate dedicated paths 
within the road environment and in green corridors, providing connections to jobs, schools and 
services for daily transport and recreation trips. Cycling provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, 
low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 
infrastructure design. 

 

We applaud Northern Beaches Council’s efforts to roll-out the cycling network developed for the 
Northern Beaches Bike Plan 2020i. The proposed Safe Cycling Network includes a three-tier 
route hierarchy that matches the Transport for NSW cycling network hierarchy and aligns with 
the Principle Bicycle Network routes. The three levels consist of regional, district and local 
routes. The Oliver Street / Bennett St route linking Freshwater and Curl Curl is identified as a 
Tier 2 District route between Manly and Dee Why (Figure 1). 

 



 

 

Figure 1: Extract from the Safe Cycling Network showing routes in the Freshwater area 
(Source: Northern Beaches Council) 

Location of proposed Curl Curl 
to Freshwater shared path 



 

 

The Northern Beaches Bike Plan 2020 sets out the directions and actions required to help the 
community choose cycling as a transport option, create a safer cycling environment and meet the 
targets established in Move 2038 - Northern Beaches Transport Strategyii to double the active travel 
trips and strive for a 30% reduction in journeys by cars. Cycling is already popular on the Northern 
Beaches - 40% of residents used a bicycle in the past 12 months compared to the state average of 
25% - and the Council now showing its commitment to growing cycling. 

The Curl Curl to Freshwater route is a key component of the Safe Cycling Network. A cycle path 
along Oliver Street will make it much easier for local residents to access services, parks and 
Freshwater Village on foot or by bicycle. There are two primary schools on the route with 2 high 
schools and another primary school close to the Curl Curl Lagoon end. The path offers significant 
recreational benefits to the community and completes a missing link for longer journeys between 
Manly and Dee Why. 

1. Concerns: 
 

However, a shared path is not recommended for such an important section of the bike network. 
Bicycle NSW is concerned that shared paths continue to be Northern Beaches Council’s preferred option for 
integrating new cycle infrastructure into the road environment. There are many issues with shared paths: 

 

 Shared paths are not suitable for areas with high pedestrian and cycling activity. Conflict often occurs 
between different users and there is not an acceptable level of amenity and safety for either walkers or 
riders. The surge in residents enjoying the beautiful open spaces of the Northern Beaches on foot and 
bicycle during the ongoing COVID-19 lockdowns has revealed increasing issues with the capacity of 
shared paths in places such as Narrabeen Lakes and Dee Why Lagoon. The proposed Oliver Street 
path passes 2 primary schools where footpaths are busy with vulnerable pedestrians. 

 

 Shared paths are not a future-proof solution to creating a bike network. The status quo of walking and 
cycling activity in the Freshwater area is likely to change rapidly. Factors beyond COVID are causing an 
upswing in travel by bikes across Sydney, such as individual reactions to climate change, a surge in 
local delivery services, more high-density housing and the growing popularity of e-bikes. In addition, 
State policies to address climate change and urban liveability will add to pressures on councils to 
secure a much bigger modal share for walking and cycling. It is essential to future proof the cycle 
network and allow for increased demand at the outset by creating wide bicycle paths that are separated 
from pedestrians where possible. 

 

 Shared paths through green spaces or in locations with low pedestrian activity, such as the excellent 
new path linking Addiscombe Road with Campbell Parade in Manly Vale, are a pleasure to use. 
However, when shared paths are created by widening footpaths, as on Pittwater Road or Allambie 
Road, there are numerous uncomfortable pinch points caused by bus stops, trees and power poles and 
constant interruptions when crossing side streets where vehicles effectively have priority. Safe crossing 
points, if they exist, are located away from the line of desire. 

 

 Widening footpaths requires the loss of verges, vegetation and, in some instances, mature street trees. 
Where trees are protected, the shared path is often constricted, creating a hazard for pedestrians and 
cyclists. As set out by Priority 5 of Towards 2040 - Northern Beaches Local Strategic Planning 
Statementiii, tree coverage and greenery in the Northern Beaches contribute to the area’s streetscape, 
character and standard of living and help manage heatwaves, urban heat island (UHI) effect and UV 



 

radiation. Council should be striving at all times to increase the green cover and the tree canopy and not 
increase the asphalt on residential streets. 

 
 No attempt is made to change the dial on car use when bicycles are squeezed into pedestrian spaces. 

By leaving the road between the kerbs as the unchallenged domain of private cars, with wide vehicle 
lanes and ample parking, car travel is encouraged, unsafe speeds are common and the modal shift 
needed to meet climate, health and liveability imperatives may not occur. 

 

2. Recommendations: 
 

Bicycle NSW would like to see a fully separated bicycle path on Oliver Street and Bennett 
Street. As discussed below, this can be created between the existing kerbs by narrowing the 
vehicle travel lanes and parking lanes. 

There has never been a better time to build infrastructure for bike riding and active transport. 
Transport for NSW published two policies in early 2021 that require State projects to prioritise 
road space for active transport: 

 Providing for Walking and Cycling in Transport Projects Policy CP21001iv 

 Road User Space Allocation Policy CP21000v 

 

The policies establish a road user hierarchy that considers pedestrians first and private cars last, 
as shown in Figure 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: 
Diagram expressing Transport for NSW’s 
road user priority. 
(Source: Transport for NSW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The reallocation of road space is clearly supported by Northern Beaches Councils strategies. Priority 
21 of Towards 2040 - Northern Beaches Local Strategic Planning Statementvi aims to redesign existing 
streets to be more efficient, accommodating more people, goods and services in a limited space and creating 
safer and more attractive public realm. Reallocating road space to create separated cycleways will reduce 
conflict and make it easier to walk and cycle. Move 2038 – Northern Beaches Transport Strategy recognises 
that pedestrians and cyclists should be separated. The Northern Beaches Bike Plan 2020 strives for 
separated cycleways on regional and district routes. 

 

Northern Beaches Council must initiate brave discussions with Transport for NSW and the 
community about reallocating road space from private cars to reflect the priorities set out in the 
Road User Space Allocation Policy and Council’s own transport policies. Any increase in 
inconvenience to car drivers created by reducing road space for driving and parking private 
vehicles will incentivise the mode-shift that Transport for NSW and Council seek, benefitting local 
residents with quieter streets, and less pollution, noise and through- traffic. 

On its Have Your Say page, Northern Beaches Council agrees that a separated cycleway is 
considered the ‘highest standard in cycling infrastructure’ but claims it would require the removal of 
either on street parking or a vehicle travel lane to fit within the road corridor. 

However, as the new Transport for NSW Cycleway Design Toolboxvii sets out, it is possible to fit a 
2.4m bi- directional bicycle path into a standard 12.8m road like Oliver Street without loss of 
vehicle lanes or parking. A typical section is shown in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3: Section showing a 2.4m 
bi-directional cycle lane in a typical 
residential street with parking on 
both sides and two travel lanes. 
(Source: North Sydney Council) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Several Sydney councils are rolling out such infrastructure on similar key routes through 
residential areas. Parramatta Council created a separated bicycle path along Queens Road in 
Westmead (Figure 4). The lane is formed with simple concrete separators, avoiding modifications 
to the road surface and stormwater drainage. This is a time- and cost-effective solution that allows 
limited budgets to be concentrated on creating safer intersections. Parking was retained on both 
sides of the street. 

 

 

Figure 4: The separated on-road cycleway on Queens Road, Westmead (Source: GoogleMaps / SixMaps) 
 

 

North Sydney Council is planning to extend the Young Street cycle path using ‘timtam’ concrete 
separators. https://yoursay.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/young-walk-cycle and Randwick Council is 
constructing a similar path along Doncaster Ave in Kensington. Images showing the proposed 
paths are in Figure 5. Please visit the relevant documents online to see detailed plans. 
https://www.yoursay.randwick.nsw.gov.au/36387/widgets/203143/documents/78463 



 

 

 
 

Figure 5: New bi-directional bicycle paths within the existing road – Young Street, Neutral Bay (left) and Doncaster Avenue, Kensington (Source: North 
Sydney Council / Randwick Council) 

 

 

Such segregated bi-directional paths have many benefits over shared paths: 

 People riding bike are separated from pedestrians and vehicles, reducing conflict. 
 Street trees and green verges are not impacted. 
 The narrower vehicle lanes will slow traffic, reducing noise and improving safety for all road users. 
 No additional asphalt is required, reducing issues with urban heat and stormwater. 
 Sufficient space is created to enable a significant modal shift to active transport. 
 Landscaping and pedestrian safety features such as kerb extensions can be incorporated into the 

parking lanes. 
 The cycle paths can be prioritised over driveways and minor road intersections. 
 Motorists exiting driveways have a better sightline to approaching cyclists, improving safety. 

 

For the section of the Freshwater to Curl Curl path south of Wyndora Avenue, this treatment is 
ideal. Buses do not use the southern stretch of Oliver Street and the on-street parking is particularly 
valuable close to the shopping village, the weekend markets, the community centre and St John’s 
Primary School. 

 

North of Wyndora Avenue, it may be necessary to maintain a wider carriageway in places to allow 
buses travelling in opposite directions to pass (although we note that buses pass on Dowling 
Street which is 9m wide with parking on both sides). At Alfred Street in Harris Park, Parramatta 
Council have taken two different approaches. For some blocks, the kerb has been moved and 
parking is retained on both sides of the road. 

In other locations, one side of on-street parking is removed, the existing kerbs and street trees are 
untouched, and generous 3.0m+ cycle lane is possible. The plans in Figure 6 show the innovative 
treatments developed for roundabouts and side street crossings. For more details, please visit 
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/alfred-street 

 



 

 

 

Figure 6: An extract from the plans for Alfred Street in Harris Park (Source: Parramatta Council) 



 

 

Where a wider carriageway is needed north of Wyndora Avenue, Bicycle NSW supports removing 
the parking along one side of the corridor allowing for a 3.0m cycle path, retention of all trees and 
kerbs and a generous buffer that could incorporate landscaping. All homes along Oliver and 
Bennett Streets have off- street parking. On-street parking is fundamentally the storage of private 
property in the public domain. It makes driving easier and generates car trips. When on-street 
parking is prioritised over safe cycling, active transport for the whole community suffers. 

The photograph in Figure 7 indicates that few cars use the parking lanes. A parking survey 
should be undertaken to determine accurate usage patterns for on-street parking and how 
necessary the spaces are for residents. Parramatta Council’s study of parking on Ferndale Close 
in Constitution Hill, part of the re- aligned T-Way cycleway 
https://participate.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/t-way-cycleway, found that 40% of spaces are 
used on average, all houses have ample off-street parking and side streets have excess 
capacity. As a result, the community accepted the loss of parking on one side of the street. 

Moving the kerbs to allow more on-street parking could be considered in the vicinity of Harbord 
Public School but it would be better to discourage car travel to school by prioritising safe cycling for 
students, parents and teachers and maintaining wide footpaths for pedestrians. 

 

 

Figure 7: Aerial photograph of the Oliver Street and Bennett Street, showing very few cars parked on the street (Source: SixMaps) 
 

We suggest that the design team explores placing the cycle path on the eastern side of Oliver Street. 

 The laneway opposite the end of Dowling Street could form part of the route, simplifying 
access from the Queenscliff shared path to Oliver Street. 

 There are 5 side streets to cross which is easier than negotiating 10 on the western side. 

 There are approximately 45 driveways to cross compared to approximately 60 on the western side. 



 

 The cycle path would run adjacent to Harbord Public School, creating very safe access for 
the 1000+ students. 

In addition, Council should investigate calming traffic on Park Street to create a very slow-speed 
environment, eliminating the need for a shared path or cycle lane to connect with the Curl Curl 
Lagoon open space and sports facilities. 

Bicycle NSW suggests that Northern Beaches Council use pop-up methods to trial separated 
cycle paths. It is exciting to see the pop-up lane in Dee Why and we hope Council will be 
emboldened to experiment more much widely with cutting edge bicycle infrastructure across the 
LGA. Moveable lane barriers can be used to quickly create stretches of protected bike lane 
(Figure 8), with counters to monitor use. If sufficient patronage is demonstrated and parking is not 
problematic, Council will have a mandate to retain the lanes. City of Sydney, City of Parramatta 
and Transport for NSW demonstrated the demand for safe cycling using the pop-up lanes 
established as a COVID-19 response. The lanes will now be made permanent. 

 

 

Figure 8: Pop-up infrastructure in Sydney (Source: Bicycle NSW / Randwick Today) 

 

It is important to refer to the Cycleway Design Toolboxviii to ensure that the paths are constructed 
to current best practice. A focus on the detailed design of cycle paths, end of trip facilities and 
wayfinding will encourage the uptake of cycling and reduce dependence on private vehicles. 

Popular daily destinations such as shops, schools and bus stops should be easy to reach by 
bicycle for all residents of all ages and abilities. In particular, safe and continuous connections 
with education facilities must be incorporated to increase the mode share of cycling and reduce 
congestion associated with school journeys. Routes should enable safe access to bus stops by 
bike and foot. All public transport journeys start and finish with a walk or cycle. If safe cycling is 
facilitated, the catchment for the bus stop increases, breaking down the first/last mile barrier which 
can inhibit take-up of public transport. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Conclusion: 
 

Bicycle NSW supports a more inspirational vision for allocating road space and integrating 
transport modes based on desired future outcomes. Inserting a separated bicycle path 
within the existing road will demonstrate real intent by Northern Beaches to no longer 
prioritise the movement and storage of cars. A narrower, leafier, slower road will feel much 
less car-dominated and provide sustainable, equitable transport options for residents and 
visitors of all ages and abilities. Safe cycling facilities decongest roads, public transport and 
parking, reduce noise and pollution, improve public health and benefit local businesses, as 
people who ride bikes can easily stop at local shops en-route.ix. 

We look forward to working with Northern Beaches Council to progress the delivery of 
bicycle infrastructure in the area. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bike Planner  

Bicycle NSW  

 
i Northern Beaches Bike Plan. 2020, July. 
https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/download_file/3194/2346 ii Move – Northern Beaches 
Transport Strategy 2038. https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-
register/transport/transport- strategy/transportstrategy.pdf 
iii Northern Beaches LSPS - Towards 2040. 2020, April. 
https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/planning-strategies/local-
strategic- planning-statement-lsps/lsps-towards-2040.pdf 
iv NSW Government, Providing for Walking and Cycling in Transport Projects Policy CP21001, [Online as at 
19/2/2021] www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2021/providing-for-walking-and-cycling-in-
transport-projects- policy.pdf 
v NSW Government, Road User Space Allocation Policy CP21000, [Online as at 19/2/2021] 
www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2021/road-user-space-allocation-
policy.pdf vi Northern Beaches LSPS - Towards 2040. 2020, April. 
https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/planning-strategies/local-
strategic- planning-statement-lsps/lsps-towards-2040.pdf 
vii Cycleway Design Toolbox: designing for cycling and micromobility. Transport for NSW. 
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2021/Cycleway-Design-Toolbox-
Web.pdf viii Cycleway Design Toolbox: designing for cycling and micromobility. Transport for NSW. 
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2021/Cycleway-Design-Toolbox-
Web.pdf 
ix Jerome N Rachele. Do the sums: bicycle-friendly changes are good for business, The Conversation 
[Online as at 24/2/2021] Do the sums: bicycle-friendly changes are good business (theconversation.com) 
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252 
 
PROPOSED SHARED PATH – CURL CURL TO FRESHWATER  
  
I wish to object strongly to the above proposal and offer Council two alternative 
sites for the Shared Path.  My concerns are as follows:-  
  
Risk Assessment 
 
Council would have undertaken a risk assessment of all locations and have 
viewed the potential dangers, hazards and safety concerns.  
Bennett Street is a major thoroughfare from Curl Curl Beach to Freshwater.  
 
The fourteen houses from Nos. 63 to 89 (to Park Street) have a streetscape of 
narrow and uneven footpaths, with several “dipping” across driveways, five 
telegraph poles, a bus stop and several trees on the nature strip with low hanging 
branches.  
  
Most of these residences have substantially high fences for the purposes of 
both carbon emission reduction and noise pollution from the hundreds of vehicles 
using this strip of Bennett Street every day.  
  
It should be noted that under the mandatory risk assessment for new works 
undertaken by Council, one of the major concerns with the proposed Shared 
Path is the fact that when any resident attempting to reverse from their house by 
vehicle will  have inadequate site distance when crossing the proposed Shared 
Path to access the  roadway.   If a fast moving cyclist were travelling across any 
driveway at these times, there is a very real and potential risk for a major 
incident or accident to occur.  

  
I have experienced the existing shared path in John Fisher Park used by parents 
with babies and toddlers, elderly people and people walking their dogs and on 
several occasions have had to quickly clear the pathway for cyclists who do not 
have (or do not use) a bell or offer any verbal warning that they are coming up 
behind you.  
  
As stated in Council's letter regarding traffic calming (raised) pedestrian 
crossings for  Shared Path users on the western side of Oliver Street would 
involve doing so at the  following eleven streets; Wilson Street, Soldiers Avenue, 
Surfers Parade, Johnson  Street, Wyndora Avenue, Raffo Lane, Wyuna 
Avenue, Wyadra Avenue, Robert Street,  Brighton Street and Bennett Street with 
only one, Wyadra Avenue, having existing  traffic lights.   



      
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 

Curl Curl to Freshwater, Shared Path 

 
Page 17  

     

  
  
 
 
Alternative proposals for consideration by Council  
  
1. Lawrence Street to Park Street 

  
By using the alternate eastern side of Oliver Street from Lawrence Street 
involves only seven streets; 
Soldiers Avenue, Wyndora Avenue, Wyadra Avenue, 
Brighton Street, Park Street, Stirgess Avenue and  
Stewart Street with Wyadra Avenue having existing traffic lights.   
 
This would mean only six traffic calming raised pedestrian crossings would have 
to be constructed. A significant advantage for this alternative is that school 
children from the densely populated Harbord Public School would 
have immediate access to Oliver Street without having to cross any 
roads.  Students from St John's School could cross safely at Wyadra Avenue 
using the traffic lights to join the Shared Path at Harbord Public School.  
The southern side of Bennett Street has wider footpaths, three telegraph poles 
and one bus stop.  
  
2.  Lawrence Street to Weldon Oval clubhouse.  
  
Using the proposed planned western side of Oliver Street, another alternative 
could be that after Brighton Street, utilise Bennett Street heading west.  
Construct a raised crossing at No. 48 or 50 Bennett Street across into 
Stirgess Avenue. This option would involve the construction of the shared 
pathway on Council land running parallel to the Harbord Bowling Club.     
  
The shared path would then lead directly into the existing  
Shared Path on the western side of Weldon Reserve Clubhouse.     

  
This would then enable all users to traverse John Fisher Park  
in all directions. This section of Bennett Street has a much lower traffic flow, 
complete visibility and is a  much safer alternative than the proposed planned 
section in  
Bennett Street.  
 
Summary 
 



      
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 

Curl Curl to Freshwater, Shared Path 

 
Page 18  

     

Under Occupational , Health and Safety, Council must keep pedestrians safe.  It 
is okay to share the footpath in open spaces such as Parks and Reserves but 
Council needs to separate bicycles in residential areas as demonstrated by the 
undertaken works in The Strand, Dee Why. 
 
Council needs to retain the cycle lane that exists on the road pavement so 
pedestrians are protected from the potential hazards caused by bicycles. 
  
I would appreciate Council giving due consideration to my concerns and look 
forward to receiving constructive comments.  
  
Yours faithfully  
 



      
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 

Curl Curl to Freshwater, Shared Path 

 
Page 19  

     

 

 

 

253 
 
Attention: Phillip Gray, Transport Project Officer 
 
Attached is a submission to be added to the information for the Bike plan, specifically for 
the area Curl Curl to Freshwater. 
A phone conversation with Council assured me it will still be possible to inform Council of 
this important information and have it added to the collated data needed for the project. 
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I have important information about the huge negative impact of the original proposal to the 
present users and residents of the zone. 
Importantly I am providing the alternative information needed to help Council still achieve its 
wonderful goal for the future development of cycle transport along the Northern Beaches. 
 
Since I made a first open submission, I am amazed that Council has not recognised the 
existing commuter cycle-way past Weldon Oval. 
Commuter cyclists are using this more frequently because of it is a much safer 
passageway, without the congestion found at the Park St entrance. 
 
The Park St entrance leads to Stirgess Reserve and its classic wooden bridge, where 
families gather to view ducks, teach their children to ride, the elderly can walk, the disabled 
have access, and many dog walkers and runners pass through. The wooden bridge path 
leads to the netball courts, children's playground, picnic tables, coffee canteen, roller-skate 
learning.  
This is NO place for commuter cycle traffic to be encouraged to pass through. This is a 
PARK precinct. 
 
My submission clearly shows the ease of achieving this by focussing on Weldon Oval and 
the installation of a pathway across a ridge from Abbott Rd only. Council would be 
celebrated for completing Abbott Rd pathway as well as the wonderful transport initiative.  
 
The impact of the realisation and anticipation of the proposed huge degradation of Park 
Street and Stirgess Reserve has made me extremely upset. I cannot believe that Council 
have not recognised what exists here, and that Council have forgotten about the existing 
commuter cycle-way past Weldon Oval to Abbott St which does not impact residents or 
park users. 
 
Council needs to recognise the existing pedestrian activities and safety concerns for 
activities in a park setting, and would certainly realise it is totally inappropriate to develop 
increased 'passing through' commuter cyclist traffic in the Park St precinct. 
 
The highly popular Park Street entrance in a highly PEDESTRIAN precinct. The residences 
next to the park entrance are a residential zone, a quiet community, safe from high traffic 
use. 
The community homes need their street parking which is also used by the park pedestrian 
visitors. The elderly and disabled have conveniently close and safe access when using 
Park St. 
 
Council CANNOT possibly consider destroying our Park St community and green area to 
encourage a high traffic use of 'passing through' commuters.  
 
My submission clearly shows the success Weldon Oval pathway would provide. The use 
of the unobstructed concrete bridge, and the opportunity for Council to install a purpose-
built green painted commuter cycle-way which these commuters can trust as safe. 
 
These cyclists are the transport of our future and they need to be catered for 
appropriately and safely. Residents and Park users should also be priority. 
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Please read my information and view the photos which so clearly demonstrate there IS A 
BETTER alternative. 
 
I look forward to your answer regarding my work for this submission to inform and help 
Council make a POSITIVE decision about meeting the transport needs for cyclists as well 
as protecting residents and pedestrians of our Northern Beaches. 
 

 

Re: Curl Curl to Freshwater, Shared Path. 
URGENT Attention by Northern Beaches Council. 

To: Phillip Gray, Transport Project Officer  
council@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au 
Ref: Shared cycleway Curl Curl to Freshwater:  Absolutely WRONG plan!  
Dear Council, 
Council’s statement:  

“We’re improving the shared path network between Curl Curl and Freshwater Village’. 
This needs serious changes to its concept plan for the Abbott Rd Nth Curl Curl, to 
Oliver St Freshwater section!  
 
While Council is to be commended for its initiative to provide for the future increases of 
commuter cyclists, it must become highly aware of not ruining what Council has 
already created in support of safe pedestrian use by park visitors in this residential 
precinct, as they share pathways with cyclists. Of high importance also, is the safety of 
residents as they come and go from their homes. Commuter-cyclists travel at speed as they 
pass through.  
High pedestrian precincts are not appropriate places for future high use commuter-cyclist 
passageways. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I am a resident on the Park St and Stewart Ave corner at the entry to Stirgess Reserve of 
John Fisher Park.  
This pathway to Stirgess Reserve has a wooden footbridge as a duck viewing 
platform.  
IT IS A PARK, it is NOT and cannot sustain a highway for through-traffic of commuter 
cyclists. That is why it was called ‘Park Street’ in its inception and historical use. 
There is a much more appropriate alternative for this service to the new age of 
commuter cyclists.  
See below, map and photos. 
As a resident, I witness the Park St usage of the section you have highlighted in yellow on 
the concept map. I and my neighbours use all the pathways installed in John Fisher Park 
and we are excited by the hugely growing amount of health focussed pedestrian activity, 
by families in particular as well as being accessible to many other pedestrians.  

 There are sections of the existing shared pathways that are NOT SAFE nor suitable for a 
proposed INCREASE in THROUGH-cyclist TRAFFIC.  

 Through-traffic should and can be easily directed to more appropriate pathways.  
Cyclists welcome the green painted roads as these quickly educate and direct cyclists to 
trusted safe areas.  
Signage and media promotions are essential tools to also support pedestrian awareness.  
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*We are FEARFUL for the safety of park visitors AND residents of Park St and 
Bennett St if Council even begins to pursue creating an expansion of concrete and removal 
of green areas in the Park St precinct, as a possible answer to the thoroughfare needs of 
the commuter cyclists.  
 
The Park St section is HIGHLY pedestrian and highly residential.  
Resident street parking is used for resident’s visitors and safe entry to homes. Also it 
provides safe & close entry to the park for the less-abled who have wheelchairs and 
walking sticks. These life-styles are obstructions to commuter-cyclists. 
 
 Park St is a quiet street heavily used by pedestrians for recreations.   

The pathway leads to the bridge area where families congregate at the duck view platform, 
child playground, picnic tables and sport team meets. The pathway intersection at the 
wooden bridge is a congregation place of strollers, children, dog-walkers, the elderly and 
wheelchairs. Children learn to skate, ride tricycles, walk. Disabled people and their carers 
have close access to the Park by parking safely in Park St. This area is TOTALLY 
unsuitable for through-traffic increase and encouragement.  
 
*Please Council, do not destroy this quiet, recreation, community servicing section 
of Curl Curl by being negligent of its primary use, and negligent of knowing there IS 
a better pathway to promote and upgrade a commuter-style pathway for cyclist 
needs:  
 

i.e. Weldon Oval to Reub Hudson Oval commuter-cyclist 
pathway: 

This is a better, safer, easier to upgrade, alternative for the Northern Beaches 
network. 
 *Non-residential, a more open and safe, existing path from Weldon Oval to concrete 

bridge. 
 *Please refer to the purple line of travel on the map of John Fisher Park between 

Abbott Rd Curl Curl and Oliver St Freshwater. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Weldon Oval shared pathway: IS appropriate to improve & cater for the future.  

It is already used by many commuter cyclists because it is a SAFER passageway,  
away from the heavy pedestrian and family use of Park St entry area,  

 Weldon Oval pathway crosses Greendale Creek via a concrete smooth bridge 
suitable for safe cycle traffic. 
 
*Fewer Improvements needed: 

Council MUST recognise the importance to move the encouragement for increased 
traffic-use of cyclists passing through the ‘Curl Curl to Freshwater’ area, to the Weldon 
Oval shared pathway which is much better suited to Council’s plans to improve the 
shared path future network of the Northern Beaches.  
It’s connection to Abbott Rd with a purpose-built cyclist-focussed shared pathway on the 
ridge immediately following the bridge, would bring major success to Council’s plan and 
foresight for the future in their transport plan.  
See maps below. 
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 A pathway constructed over the unused ridge between playing fields immediately from 

the concrete bridge to Abbott Rd Nth Curl Curl, as a purpose-built safe pathway 

catering for commuter-cyclist needs, painted green.  

i.e. Utilise the style of an existing & newly installed pedestrian-focussed shared 

pathway on the next ridge from Rueb Hudson Oval entrance, seen to the west of this 

unused ridge.  

 Improve lighting in 3 areas of passageways past a bridge and two ovals. 

                           See pathway access maps and photos below: 

IMPROVED transport proposal concept map:  October, 2021. 
*PURPLE path: via Weldon Oval: more appropriate alternative for the Northern 
Beaches network shared pathway from Abbott Rd Nth Curl Curl to Oliver St Freshwater.  

 Existing pathway is simply extended and joined to unfinished Abbott Rd path. 
 Easier to upgrade by only needing to install a ridge path from road to the 

bridge crossing. NO removal of green verges from residential streets of Bennett & 
Park. 

 Safer for the increase in cycle traffic as commuter cyclists pass through Curl 
Curl’s John Fisher Park with no obstructions. 

 
PURPLE LINE: SAFER, MORE APPROPRIATE Weldon Oval pathway crossing of John 
Fisher Park, Curl Curl, from Abbot Rd to Oliver St, via small sections of Stirgess Ave 
and Bennett St.  
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Photos mainly show travel in northerly direction: i.e. Oliver St Freshwater to Abbott Rd 
Nth Curl Curl. due to the downhill nature of Oliver St. (Some reversed South facing views 
provided & labelled) 
1) This shows Oliver St, with cyclist turning LEFT into Bennett St which is a safer route 
than if they continued to the right to cross and continue along the busy main Rd of Bennett 
St as proposed on Council map. 

 
 

1A. Sth view to Freshwater. 
Corner of Oliver St 
Freshwater & Bennett St 
Curl Curl.  
Shows downhill grade of 
Oliver St when travelling 
northerly. 
* Preparing to turn LEFT 
into Bennett St  
 

1B. Same location but  
Nth view towards Curl Curl:  
 
Corner of  
Oliver St Freshwater & 
approach to left turn into 
Bennett St. 
 

YES! 
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2A. Left turn into Bennett 
St from Oliver St. 

Facing North view, Stirgess 
Ave, from same photographing 
spot. 
i.e. Enter by an immediate 
RIGHT turn from Bennett  
into Stirgess Ave, continue 
towards Weldon Oval. 
 Keep on left side of Stirgess:  
 NO residential, 
 NO street-parking obstruction, 
 Weldon Oval entry ahead. 
 NO heavy pedestrian risk. 
 NO obstructions. 

2B. Reverse view of Bennett St entry,   
NO obstruction by street-parking on right,  
clear access for cycle-pathway. 

Weldon Oval 
entry. 
& 
Shared  
marked 
pathway. 
NO 
obstructions. 
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Reverse view to Sth, passing by Weldon 
Oval on left, NO obstructions. 

Northerly travel 
towards Abbott Rd. 
Cement bridge 
crossing over 
Greendale Creek.  

Intersection  
at Nth side of 
Greendale Crk  
cement bridge crossing 
and levee pathway. 
 
 
 
*Improvement: 
*Install a cycle- 
path to the left of 
photo, to continue 
from the bridge (on 
right of photo),  
up and over an 
unused ridge 
between playing 
fields, 
leading directly to 
Abbott Rd.  
see below: 
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 Improvements: a pathway and lighting, NO removal of green verge or resident’s 

quiet. 

 

Instal path up this unobstructed slope, over this unobstructed, unused ridge, 

past this carpark, 
 

to enter Abbott Rd, on East side of this Reub Hudson Oval bus-stop. 

Abbott Rd pathway: 
West view:  
Incomplete pathway 
along Abbott Rd. 
Ends at pedestrian entry 
to Reub Hudson Oval, 
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To conclude: 
To pass through John Fisher Park, crossing Greendale Creek, creating a safe connecting 
passageway to Oliver St Freshwater from Abbott Rd Nth Curl Curl, please Council, look at 
the options:  
1) Will Council provide this (photo) excellent service path as being safe 
and acceptable by the community, for its cycle-commuters: 

   
2) Or destroy this Park precinct of Park Street, to make cyclists go 
here: 

Pedestrian entry to Reb Hudson Oval, ……& Sth view continuing over ridge to levee pathway. 
*Install THIS STYLE of pathway on the unused ridge (to East of this photo), with green 
painted designated ‘commuter-cyclist safe connecting pathway ’  
to the ‘shared path network between Curl Curl and Freshwater Village’ 

i.e. Create a ridge path to cater for traffic 
between Abbott Rd and the cement bridge 
to Weldon Oval. 
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Park St entry leads to this: 

 

 
 
 

?i.e Would council destroy the Park Street end of this quiet, safe-entry 
and pedestrian-use of this recreational facility of family centred services. 

THIS Park St and Stirgess Reserve area is UNSUITABLE for development 
of a ‘passing through’ commuter-cyclist highway! which is NOT the 
historical purpose of this end of John Fisher Park. 
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Duck viewing platform of classic wooden bridge.  

‘Learners’ area, safe and loved by all. 

Pedestrian precinct of entrance to the wooden-bridge crossing & to busy netball courts. 
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COUNCIL MUST surely see that THIS is NOT the place to develop a 
passageway for passing through commuter cyclists. 
 
Park Street: Residential green environment, children play here and the 
Street community meet on this verge. Street Parking is essential: 

Multi-use netball court area, next to Abbott Rd, at the end of the Park St entry. 
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?Would Council destroy this quiet, green residential precinct? 

?Would Council think it appropriate to add a cycle traffic highway and 
marked crossing to this quiet residential corner of Park St and Stewart Ave? 

Park St: This is a pedestrian precinct, NOT a high traffic area. 
This existing pathway beautifully serves the community with its 
strollers & children. Our homes are quiet and safe. Preserve this! 
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BETTER ALTERNATIVE:  Stirgess Ave entry to Weldon Oval, Curl Curl. 
This is a safe and agreeable place to increase through-traffic of commuter 
cyclists for their easy access from Curl Curl to Freshwater, or Freshwater to Curl Curl. 

 
Dear Council, 
PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY Park Street and Stirgess Reserve end of John 
Fisher Park. Please plan for the PURPLE access route. 

 
Please contact me for further information. I would love to walk your team through this 
‘looming huge mistake’! 
 
This is a HUGE plea for recognition that a HUGE permanent mistake will be made if you do 
not respond to this information for the better pathway which simply needs small 
developments to meet the needs of the future. i.e. An extension of one path and some 
good lighting.  
Importantly: NO destruction of green verge and resident lifestyles. 

Entry to Weldon Oval: Nothing to destroy, everything to gain, if the 
improved cycle passageway was established here for our future. 
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Addendum: 
I find it hard to understand why this Weldon Oval passageway was not the first original best 
pathway to focus on in Council’s initial improvement plan, but it may be because Park 
Street is and has been historically a popular entry to the Park, but for pedestrians and 
park USERS.  
This popularity has obviously led to its commonly known existence.  
Council has the important responsibility of recognising all existing services it provides, and 
the Weldon Oval pathway could be seen as a recent addition, hence overlooked 
initially by Council.  
Now is the time to recognise the importance of the Weldon St pathway as the future best 
path to be established for commuter cyclists and as highly significant in the future vision 
for our Northern Beaches’ ‘Move Northern Beaches Transport Strategy and the Northern 
Beaches Bike Plan.’ 
I look forward to hearing back from you, please Phillip, hoping my work reaches Council. 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Document administration  

Version 4.0 

Date 5 November 2021 

Status  FINAL 

Related Projects Move Northern Beaches Transport Strategy  

Northern Beaches Bike Plan 
 


